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yard. He is ſtill alive, and, notwithſtandin = his ad- - 
vanced age, as active as ever. Unembarraſſed with 
worldly cares, and almoſt unconnested with the world, 


he lives above it, and is a ſtriking emblem of primitive 
fimplicity. His manner of liſe brings the mind mn, 

centuries. back, and ſets it down in the apoſtolic „ 
ity 


Such undiſſembled piety, and ſuck unaffeQed int 
ly devoted te his-Mafter's work, and treadin 8.15 IS 


fand, and ſometimes more than four thouſand, His diſs 


courſes are plain, and practical. He doth not ET 


diſplay of great learning, and deep reading; but] 


whole aim is to ſpeak to the heart, and in Plain: 5 £ 
guage. He doth not want to make his people-profound + 


philoſophers, but ſound believers, For though cm 


Phy may be uſeful and proper in its place, he knows 
that it will never bring the ſoul to PEN Hence he 
draws all his arguments from the ſacred oracles, not ou. 


ly as they are beſt adapted to th& capacities of his hear- 
ers, but as they contain the only method of ſalvation - 


for fallen, guilty; and helpleſs fipners. | Knowing: t the 
wretched ſtate that man is in by . he tries to 


arouſe him to.a ſenſe of his dan ** thunders of 
Be od and * ee * of Si, Deeply . 
elt 
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H E 1 Sermons are the a prota of : 
; an eminent Clergyman in the Principality. of 
Wales, who hath been, for near Forty Years, -a zea- 
lous and an indefatigable labourer in the Lord's. vine- 


pts he goes about continually doing good. 9 "'His:- _- E | 
audiences are Tos large wherever he preaches, and- the” IP 
ſtated number of Communicants, at the monthly Ser 1 i 
ments in his own church, is ſeldom leſs than _ thou»: YE 


SS To Taz READER. 


| ted with the goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift, 
be ———— & tidings with all the fervout and af- 
1 fection of one, who experimentally Knows their ineſti- 
| mable worth, He — — adds tears to his intrea- 
ties, when, after her hath Giphayed the unſearchable 
$' - riches of Chriſt, he is inviting remand the * 
* and the naked te come and partake of them. Yet b 
ing convinced, that (ng huma fyerſaalion\ © can p opal F 
with them to acce 912 a free Dy plenteous f redempti 
he with.carneft ſupplication recommends them ig the 
irit of grace, and to the effjcacious influencies olfth's 
power. And oh! in What rap Urous and devated ſtrains 
doch he often perform” this part of his office! how are 
the tongregations melted, borne don, and overcome, 
While the ſweet and precious accents drop from his 
tongue l havitig Jearged- by happy experience, that 
faith is a vital principle, wrought in the foul by the 
Spirit of Ged, he — inculcates univerſal holineſs 
* 1 heart and Hfe, at an evidence of its being a genuine 7 k 
Feb; buranfiſts 8 ir a an indiſpenſible meetneſe for 
_ communion with 64 doth in time and eternity... 
heſe · various ſubjects he INluftrates by pertinent ſerix 
rural Muſions, and by fimikes bor fowed from thoſe ob- 
Pen which happen to be neareſt at hand. This too he 
> Hath learned from the example of bis bleſſed 
bo grounded moſt of his parables on ſome object, chat 
preſented itſelf to the eyes of his auditory. And though 
ome of our Author's iHuftrations may be counted-low 
BE. + the theſqueamiſh critic, and the Aippant witz yet if they 
ider Boos his vernacular language, and _ "hear him 
rig them out with his grave, and manly eloquence, 
Whieb, Uke an irriſiſtable töôrrent, carries all before it, 
they would ſoon altergheir;opinion; and if wy could 5 
not, with Zaul, when he whs admitted among the pro- 
Phets, catch his fpirit, they would learn * to blaſ- 
Theme. Bleſſed Al ches endowments as he is, can it 
be wondered that he is a- ſucceſs ful preacher? accompa- 
en the word in his mouth is, with uncommon ener- 
p y from above, can it be thought 1 incredible that ſo _ 
ny thouſand | ſouls ſhould,” under his ' miniſtry, / be 
| ** brought from darknefs to light, and from the power EY 
| * of _ 225 God? But beet wil perhaps be by, $41. 
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To TER READER: - 

% why were theſe ſermons tranſlated into Engliſh? 
To this it may be replied, that the tranſlation was un- 
dertaken, not only with the approbation of many re- I 
ſpectable perſons, as the numerous liſt of ſubſcribers * 
teftifies, Who were defirous to hear Mr. Rowland, in 
their own tongue, ** ſpeaking the wonderful works tf 
God;” but alſo that thoſe, who do not underſtand the 
Welſh language, and may be prejudiced againſt the 
truth from the opinion of others, may examine for 
themſelves, and judge whether thoſe doctrines, which 
are branded as unfriendly to good works, may not be 
_enforced in 4 practical manner, and be productive of 
the ſtricteſt and moſt refined morality 3 or, whether 
it be not their direct tendency. to render thoſe, in whoſe 
hearts they actually prevail, dutiful, and obedient to 
God their Saviour - peaceable, and uſeful members to 
_commonwealth—ſober, frugal, and exemplary in their 
own perſons, and families; or, an ornament to ſociety. _ | 
in their religious, civil, and their relative capacities. 
Beſides; as the Methodiſts in Wales have been repre» :. 
ſented as a ſet of ignorant; hot-headed Enfhufiaſts, he 
public may now form ſome judgment of their under» _ 
ſanding, as well as of their principles, from the writ- 
ings of one, who hath preſided among them for uch a 
length of time, with unblemiſhed reputation, and may _ 
be ſuppoſed from the nature of his connezions, to xe ; 
preſs the ſentiments of the whole fraternity. With te,. 
755 to the tranſlation itſelf, little can be ſaid of ity 

ut that it ſtands in need of much candour, and inddlꝰę⸗-ñ 
| gence, The idioms of the two languages are ſo dilter- ,. 
| ent, that it was almoſt impoſſible to expreſs with any tow . 
| lerable cafe, and clearneſs in the one, what is obyvigus © 
and elegant in the other, And the original is ſo conciſe © = 
and laconic, that it cannot be transfuſed through the © 
| tranſlator's alembic without loſing much of its ſalt, and 
having a great deal of its ſpirit evaporated. oe 

Care however hath been taken in this tranſlation, to © 
accomodate the terms to an. Engliſh ear, as nearly as 
= could be, without departing too far from the original : 
but with what ſucceſs muſt be determined by. chal⸗ WhO 
nie competent judges. Such as it is, it is now com- | 

mended to God, and the power of his grace. If his 
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pPeleſfing ſpall attend it, Hat will ſupply all its defecbs. 
May it be his gracious pleaſure to make this humble 
5 attempt ſubſervient to the beſt intereſts of mankind! 


May theſe ſermons be as much honoured with bis pre- 
ſence in their new, as in their pative dreſs! May he 
dn them in the cloſet, as he owned them in the 
church! and may their dear and valuable author lon! 
continue a publie beneſit to the world by his labours in 
the pulpit, and hie writings from the preſs! May his 
lite and uſefulneſs be extended to a till very diſtant peri- 
ad! and when this father, in our Iſrael, ſhall be called to 
| Bis blefſed and eternal home; may ſome pe rrion of his 
mantle deſcend upon his ſucceſſors, that they may ſup= 
= ply bis place and ſtation, with equal zeal for the Re- 
= - deemer's glory, and the good of immortal fouls, if not 


# 


with equal abilities! Theſe are the carneſt prayers of, 
= candid: Reader, thy fincere well wiſher, for Jeſus's 
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n behold! bleſs ye the Lord, all 


ye ſervants of the Lord :“ Pſalm exxxiv. Is 


to move our compaſſion—< behold | is there 


any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow :” Lam. i. 12, 


and to engage our attention to ſome moment- 
- ous truth, that we may obſerye its "various 
Sccellencies. as here in the text behold! I 

| 35 at the door and knock. | 


What amazing diſcovery | 


can without awful ſaxprize hear, that the hol 


God, wh is perfectly free from the 
taint of impurity, ſhovid tor 
 Anto the heart of man, who, ista maſs of un 


adeſcend: to enter 


cleanneſs, and to dwell in it as in his temple 


” fd : I 
* EN * p 
3 { 


What infinite diſtinde,:is here. Lea ed 5 
mieful quatrel ! yea, what indignation But 
0 bappy reconeiliation l O bleſſed union! 
._thatGod and man ſhould be brought under 
the ſame roof, and to the ſame tabia.: ThE 
8 pager) in our, 15255 It is W "rg 


A 


9 


% 0 ² OS en & 


. the char act 
For God's ſake. Though he could break to 
pieces the gates « of braſs, and cut the bars of 5 


* 2 
a. . 85 3 N g 8 5 


ä ,, . ̃ꝗ¶ e A OR RES 
: POSE A. * * - £65 I : ; # 
: p ; « a * 


+. 
9 2 fy $7 8 
5 r „ Tis 8: 
. + * pp . 5 8 =P 
Lhe N 
8 I. Ex 


8 . 


right that che ** . which is 6 co- 5 


piouſly ſignificant, mould be 3 in this | 
4 dl 8 44 19: $33 Z 
If this ſtar ane over the Aber; we hay 


| 8 ſure that Jeſus | is within. It is always an 


attendant on the noble and illuſtrious. The 
fruit of that paradiſe muſt not be haſtily 
phickey on, to 2 8 eg . e on 

behold be written upon the box, we may 
be ſure that the ointment, which it contains, 
is very precious. So it is here: behold uſhers 


in the greateft miracles that was ever exhibited 
in our world. Behold! the great God bows - 
Dis heavens, and comes down to the ſons of 


men not Lied with thunder or closthed 


4 with Unapproachable majeſty not covered 
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ing them with the * he humbly 
Rands at our doors. 

Behold, and admire the patience os hams. 
by of our incarnate God ! he ſtands at the 
door. Every word teems with wonder, and 
almoſt ſurpaſſes belief. I ſtand at the door 
and knock. I—it would have been an 
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| of his beneficence. He formed us that he 


might, communicate, and not dilate his own 
happineſs—that he might impart his bleſſings, 


ew this wondrous love? Not to angels but 


| © men—to poor worms, who dwell here in 


bopſes of clay to ſinful, polluted duſt and 
hes —viler than the beaſts of the field, and 
abundantly more „Contaminated—füller of 
filth than the Augean ſtable of old, and more 
lifficult to be cleanſed. Leprous Miri 
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| as. Homer paints Therſites, a lump of defor- 
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compaſſion upon thee, but thou walt caſt 1 


into the open field to the loathing of thy 
perſon, in the day thou waſt born, -and When | 
I paſſed by thee and ſaw thee polluted in'thine. - 

own blood, I ſaid unto thee when thou waſt | 


in thy blood, live!“ Ezek. xvi. 4-6. 0 


conſcienee! alete conſcience ! awake 
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days flying in his face, and fi nting, againſt 


him, with his own. in wk bo what com. 
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centerg his“ willingneſs to enter under our 
unworrhy roef. Behold the King of 
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heart-felt coneern, ſaying ye Wil-not dome! 
to "meg "rhar ye might habe life.“ John“ V. 
My God What words are theſe ? Su 8 
taey are piercing enoug zh to rend the hardeſt: 
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hat ty g 

reiever of i the relies and: pay: 
gentle: 28 2 We 
cloth aud aſhes. 
guiſh of mind, a trembles like At aſpen 
leaf. It Apoles Peter | 19: Teave is hets,. af ha 
e in the g gelpel net .' Behold ! *he'we 


nverted: to 5 85 rg not bY: e 
te ; 11 pt; but by che "ot * 


N 


9 rals ;”.. Deut. xxxii. 2.\behold ! in an Panta oY 


utn ker Mie 2 
1 :cloarhs Abb: with Tacks 3 3 
reduce Felix t6 fuch- wh | 


OY 43 


Can» £ 
Before theſe the exorciſts cannot. Rand The 
words; of fiſhermen ate teal,” ſaith: Auſtin, 
and£learpcd;/brators..yidd them the palm“ 
cory, They Who are taken from the gar, 


toy ee e n the i ſtrong 


Holde ant chriſtianity onlits 
Tine e 2 with truth aſſert WBain 
the; \ Entaperor was mere arregance and 
gaktonade—*: Veni, vidi, vici, that is, 1 
came; bam, L conquered“ e 


; gh Canaans: Fer they.,may.be.ace 
ed do the Li ut ale aud N 6 


3 your Domes! that 3 x you w foclake ur win 
8 ee ei lien | ant tie 


dame as many nations as they ſaw, not Wit 
; the; dee of the ſword, but with the ſworchof 
the mouth, which divides afander the ſoul and a 
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Palm Cxlv. 8. What! over all his Works. 
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$ as ISR AY 


+ "PN 


hey ofes 1 | 
f 381 Haith Is kept. 
ple of His 2 1 He he — 5 


19 


the fneres 8 of whe. Reta — 
4 tliemm Tuck" honey out - of 1 * 
* treu With burter > Ns an 4 ae 1 > 
* Bacage Deut. Jil 16, 17 o 
* th Ro ſpeak unto; ' your" ewe 
| ch O's, Is it chat: 99 88 experienced 


e e e 
ow. EO IE. {paſty nes mee 


7 


ad gold we. haye ec > 5 | 
5 waves 0 abies ſea 7 ndar 
25 51 cerni ning the city of Rhodes, © 

toe L Ealur a . 


ne debe £ 1 Pole oy — 


a [ar ber to pb grep went A 
ahem, - D Demetrius 3 rhat 


The ten lepers cam e e Cm 
TIES. mY ten, ed from him when 
had been wade be. It was 0 oy 
9 1 5 brought Na: the Syria — . 
| prophet in 1 Prodigal. ſon. remem- 
bered his  faiher's 75 at che wine's troug | 
. Ihe meſle of. Satan. had not b ffeted \ 
= al, he pen ry have affronted his Gal by 
ba ng lifted - up n meaſure,.. Hons | 
3 often e of great good to 
e wicked, and ee ap KY ndency to 


15 5 


. 3 
3 TT" 


2 1 ies in 1 Beth 
honours Ct oC ak rom 
r — 


if; I : 
* n . an : * *% 
57 * $6) ASE TS 15 > WF* 


107; 175 I 


i aftendou; wo A Aion gate: 
ff firangers unto fickels.of body and anxiety of 
mind, hat vain creatures would: we be? how; 


would, we, wander, Uke blazing comets, frem 
205 center of reſts, and diffuſe. our baleful in- 
fluenee far and wide? When Alexander ſup- 
poſes himſelf to be great great is, the flats 
tery,Fhich. reigns. in his court. This twiſts, 
| round ;has,; heart, ang afcribes- immontaliry, / 
ugto;himme Uing him God As it Ha : 
to. prevail with ub, to think more highly ef 
ourlelves than we gught, and to ſet a greater 
value upon outward marks of diſtinction, than 
I: really. deſerve ; fo; Alexander greedily, 
ſwallowed. the: delicious bait and never diſeo- 
ed his error till he groaped im the müdſt of 
iſonous drang bt, and was carried our 
of, che fatal feaſt "half dead. Then he knew 
that be was a man 4 mortal man. Bebold.!,* = 
how. much better had adverſity been than ſuch. 
perity. The poor are not liable to ſuch 
extravagant. adulation, In them therefore 
be, bubble. of pride cannot be blown a". 
ge For, how can it be full tide in the : 
mind, hen the poſſeſſions. are at lo ehb 
r, 0 when Tha breite of e are e 


bat weill render. dome ant to us 
than being exe ciſed with ö 
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upon us, and deſcend like rain into a 4 
of wool—when honour ' ſmiles\upon'us; and 
every thing that we take in hand bree 
_ ſucceſs Without Stace is dhe - greateſt 
curſe that can befal us, E phraim, unaceuſ- 
romed to the Jokes lifts up his heel aga 2 
heaven but Trae). when ſmitten and 
<« returned and enquired early after God” 
Plalm. Ixxviii..34- David's moſt melodious 
_ Tonhets were indited in his foreſt trovbles and 
amidſt floods of tears. Wherefore he faith 
. good for me that 1 have been altlifted.” ; 
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rel ſhall all rewe er wad! Lale xiii. 5. BY 
f th e dedars fall, let the. Bath rees tremble; 1 
they may be rooted up by aha i fame e tempeſt. 
Though the clogd ma ay Be ga hering! at-a.dif- . 
tance, yet it ay, break over our heads; The 

ſword, that hat drank the blood f Vonder 
eople, Tiny, poffibly not be fatisfied till it 
Bits een glutted with ours alſo. When the 
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fly from it and catch my roof! Let Nero ling, 
while N ome. is burning: but let the loſſes of 
others be an admonition unto us Happy i is 
the min that learns inſtruction ftom the Cor- 
rections of another, aud provides. for his. own Þ 
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deit that thy ſoul i is happy, and thy cotidieion 
2 which is the e of evi 

perſon ? bur Jaun o ion 


ie Ver duft“ This ! is the veins of che . A . 
and until it hath-thus knocked 'ar the 12 


the 5 ee Paul himfelf fait 
was ale without" the aw“ Güte. Feuttt. 
tained good Opinion of the neo il 2 | 
- and faw — in no ä — n 
Glen dhe Tow xeached me in. its. Abrig ng 
power; 1 died: all my high Gi pets and 
= Towering hopes drooped their Hege 0 

= - ther 5, one blow from Os Jaw nee 
down,” So finners, You mu | be; ; a 8085 think 
_ like Ne before you will eyer be. co 
about your: 2 or by anxious 5 go 


1 50 f 
WE o e 555 


3 41 ) 2 
the prince of darkneſs. could make you—ſo | 
ſtripped of your original Tightevaſheſs; that 
you have not a rag to cover Fourinakednefo— 
ſo deſpoiled in every faculty of ygar: fouls; 


KF that, Ie a marred-yeſſ1, you are rh 8 et 


deſtrntion:.. In this melanchoty-fituatibn Fou 

are, and in it you will remain forever, if vu 
Wat Jeſus Chriſt out of your hearts, or refs 
Ae ee he condeſcends to knock. 
6. He knocks by the goſpel. ' This ſets 


Lad the ineſtimable precieſheſy of the Lord 


Jeſus the tiches of his grace theè fulltiefs: :- 
his redemption, and the ſweetneſs.of chat pats. 
doning love Which flows through Bis blood. 


| EE 2 5 its language to the weaty; and heavy 


aden finner though thou art naked; yet 
open to me; and F will. Ter TRE with the 
arment of Talvation. gh thou 10 
Tie yet open to me, an 10 1 Wil give. hee 
tha 
were born blind. Though tbeu art poor, pe 
open to me; and 1 Will enrich thee With | 
che unſearchable treaftires 'of my Erace A 
Though thou art miſerable, yet open to, me 3- 
and 1 if my love, my blood, m 
y Kin gdom, or "myſelf * 
her ap ary Py. ſhalt thor be.“ 


ke 


finner' 901 refuſe this call, 3 ine ce 4 91 101 8 
Against the goſpel; wien it don l. Ho 5 
ock. What can the fon BY z0d di Ba nur to _ 
Array himſelf int Huan ihr and, weep? | 
Lüke xix. 41, 42. Behold” w. 2 ONE of 
Joel 185 this, that the dear Redeemer ſhould. be 


t eye ſalve, which can make them, vi Who : | 


y 5 = 


D 5 10 2 1F 2 
. £ 4 * a 4 
: # * 
% : * 
— *% ö % 
* % ** ; 
* 


I» ide are ſo obſtimarcly. bent: n engl. 


4 42 by 

To melted at the deen and unrelenting l. ter 
merity oſ thoſe who. will not have him to be 
hd Saviopr and deliyerer! Ob! his bowels 
earn over them, and if they were to aſł him 
queſtion Which he once put to Mary 
4 why Weepeſt thou”. John XX. 15. Ihe 
would oeh t not on my own acadunt do 
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iher aku that 4 to me. N mer 


5 — t = rat 25 * 
Tion, J m giye t em 4 > le, an 
ſeluctantly leave fon bp the ee Wh 


ich more I might have ad - on ch 
branch of the ſubject: but, Fith 0 te. hog 
| bh God, . 3 have ne 0 ite 71 — — 
arts 1 open to ſeſus Ch 
way be apt᷑ to object ( we ca e and 
hy mould ehat, be required of us, Which 
vor in our power to perform. Lapfſwetred: 
Pon xeally believe this, 1 it would be well for 
Jou. But alas! it is the grand ohſtacle in 
Jour way to happineſs that Jou are. not truly 
= e e aaa e uff 
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God * help. While I haye ſtoxe of pro ov. 
fions, why thould I beg & but WEEn I Petceive 
my on indigence and vweaknefs, I Milk turn 
all God's demands into petitions; When e 
ſaith A turn ye tur Je will earneſtiy, 
and cagerty«cry.o0t—*:ravn chou u, and wo | 
mall De turned Wpen be; fach f Under 
5 will ft Lord, cauſe thou ud to 
vnderſtand, when he ſaith, „ Pray the 
language of my heart will be, “ Lord teach 
us to pray, If he gives unte ys-whatſaceer | 
he commands, chen let him chm 
*.»whatſoever he wiltz ſuith / Auſtinl . You 
-maylh; remember that though We: have 46 
the power of -obeying ; y God hath u 
loſt his authority t demand bis juſt, ue I 
von ere to lend a ſum of — ane; 
and ha rhrough his neglect ar extratagance; = 
r loſs! 3t3:ipukd ort you 


3 ing do · pay rend So we te. 
pie ved and loſt all in Adam, If you will a 
dente dall was without my conſents Mo 
ade Vence bim in it,” 1 _ WS 2 
Eart were to beſtow a ta 
. of you on ſuch terms a8 2 
been de thine, and thy heirs fot exer, | 


me in all, thing e, which... 


die ; 2 — ale you did-not fulfill theſe terms, 
2 your right tel the illeritance, and de: 
ar not only you, but your heirs alſo from all 
_ to ic? b 2 rate paves 
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1 of obeying, EY like Sampſon, bed ſhorn. Ir 


your ſtrength; pet with" God all things are 
poſſible: ** W! en he faid “et thefe be 


ligby, chere was light.” When He ends * 
his' word e can heal you. His fpirit can 
quickeh our dead, Bu, and enliven "your 
_dullet fraſtes. It is in he belief of this, tha 
1 no eee Vie erg y Wil m 
acecompatiy- "the Word, 1 make no doubt of 
roufih vou, dead as yo ko 1 IT 
your „ fand an earneſt in er 
Jets Ckrid, O that he would ende 'unto 
you as he Fpuke unto dead Lazarus, faying— 
1. 30 0 | 

O ye dry bones heat the Vork 6 
the Lord 4 Othat this may be the hour 
in which the dead among Ke Mall hear the 
x oic e of the Son of Jod; ve 't” Johif v. 
- Iris 1 hays re vive 
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ert neee. 
. 


„„ 
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be. reconcile this feed ak Goſpel 
fin ee . biasd Covert SY wo IT; 
were ſent 2 renched 2 . EY wat 


e did no ad i baba cher for n the high ways 


ges, and fay come for ngs r compel them to 
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miniſters. therefore ingen that they can con- 
vert ſouls by their guts 69, perſuaſive, eloy 
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any are, | EY Te BY Lord, 
e door. an )CKS,, 
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0 40 3 3 
with the Bethlebemites, you reſerve the b ſt 
chambers for ſelf and TO while he is put off 
with the ſtable, and manger: Lamb of Doo. 
patient, ſpotleſs Lamb 5 God! ſet up t 
throne in our hearts and enable us to on 
before thee ** Hoſannah. to the King of faints.” 
Finally, confidet what yeu ſhall have if yo! 
will open to him when he knocks, or bs 

are | the benefits, which you will Teceiy 
thereby. You fhall have God and his ful- 
neſs. Vou ſhall have on earth a lenitude 0 
his grace, and in heaven an etern ht ol 
He will be your! hee; {H 
| will ſupport you in i ep, and, in that laſt 
tremendous days when the . ſha] 
be rent in twain like à veil,” and be roll 
together like” A ſcroll When his A 
n hall arreſt the ſun in its eurfe, 
whole ſyſtem 'of 5 


mall daft to \ women pf 
_univetſs* chen! 0 then 5 — an — —— J 
ſtrengthen 0 20. bekold che 1 
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ces, Era ce N 
5: onvertion © f the y 8 
= 5 did 1 do. to Þrocu . 
ie Saviour. of the world? Ao 5 
7 him W den he. N 0 


he en he came to. | 
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+ 5 2 22 73 recom pence for his ou. 7 
defoenſton in ſpeaking io, her, and a ver? 


Fs her own eformity, wot Glcovered 1 to. her the „ 
„ ioutneſs of her wicked ractices. And 73 
E favoured: . ” 

he faw a © light from heaven, above he, 
brightneſs of the fon ſhining round about” 


( 5 


mall inducement for him to ſave her ſou 


But behold, and Wonder! Hear, O == 


and give ear, O earth! Ifaialy I. 2. be aſta⸗ 
niſhed, O heavens, Jer. ii. 12 at this!“ that 
a perſon of infamous character ſhould attract 
his regard, and rhat au adultereſs ſhould be 

oyed' to prèeach the goſpel in Samaria- 
The Nope of his divine ſkill and amazing 


dexterity ih bringi x abovt ſuch ſtrange, and 


ſpeedy revolutions in the human mind it was, 


that made Ifgiah cry out, in the. wilder 
att Water break ut, and ſiredms' ig the 

ſert. The parched "gre 

pool, and thirſty land iprings 


of water.“ Ifaiak 


XXXV I] 65 5. Rivers e keep nh. 
"rene 


cher proper bounds,. and genvy £ 


uſual channels: but, at 125 y ovi 


their banks, and water the adjacent hiltocks, 
So grace in the caſe of the Samaritan WORJa! = 
may be faid * make the moſt barren land 
__ _ Fritful, and a great finner : a publiſher o 
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5 2130 tidings jo 4 5 rens and acquai 7 * N 

5 . conver 185 . 

n nal was calli 
. P. aul: et Mary F290 have ſeen ene 


5 our. "Lord's. 1 ind heard many 'of This | 


ſermons ; 1 or the e example of ber neigh 
bdcürs might have ſhewn her, as in a gl: 


ſpect to Paul, he was P 


him :” 


ond mall become % 


: E. 
VE 
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a „ne two tos 


4 
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ſow kim to the 5 ee n 
that duſt, out of which he had been taken. 
But the thief, A in my MS i > 
as fer 21 Ae can learn, left deſtitute of all 
3 glory, no He heart 
no ſermons, or voice from W He was 
ſuſpended on the fatal tree: Lead drawing | 
near. the end of his finful ccürſe, had nothing 


tiy H 
reſented-to his view, but abroad. Chriſt; 
torn-and- mangled on the 3 he had 
as juſtly deſer ved this doom, as either of thoſe 
who ſuffered with: him. Here is free grace 
indeed! Let our hearts burn with 8 to. 
God, 1 eden Aber ound 
ring in 5 Javing: Fee 
he eaſtis ſrom the welt yer | 
In fow minutes—converted * 


rtul chan 

to the e apes ths! th At | 
mould, as it were, ig;/the*trwinklig of an 
eye, be abſolved from Wis ro, and; deer 
ble to make © g. zublic On: & "op 
in EU of 


act all thi NE 21 od rs gig | 
and "ſhite With che Moſt glorious ſplendour: | | 
here his wi/dom appeared in reconciling ſoſpet- 
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. 2 ing of the temple vail, with the re 


5 which Moſes evidenced his divine miſſion, i 18a 
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( 80 ie 
preacher Girh, than: there is a time to be 
born, and a time to die —a time to plant and 
2 time to pluck up that which is planted—-a 
time to kill, and 1 to heal a time io 
break down, and a time to build up · a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh.” Eccl: iii. 2, 3, 4, 
Now all. theſe things very contrary extremes 
did wiſdom unite, and concenter in the con- 
verſion of the thief: behold! he is born to 
Chriſt, and dies to the world: behold! grace | 
38 planted i in bis foul, and ſin is plucked by the 
roots from it: behold ! the ſon of God receives 
deadly wounds in his own: body, and heals Bis 
wounded heart: behold! the yl of "death 
broken down, and the work of grace built up 
dehold bim wee ping for his fans, and yet re- 
Joiceing at / the reviving news that he ſhould be 
ſo ſoo n with Jeſus in paradice Un 
an action to the omnipotence .of God 3 is not 
} 4 led, St Chry ſoſtom declares that this 
Wass greater miracle than that the ſun was dark- 
ened, that the earth Was ſhaken, that the rocks 
ere eleaved aſunder, or that the vail of the tem- 
Was rent in twain, from the top te the bot- 
tom“ What was the darkening of the ſun, 
_ when: compared with the enlightening of a 
Aark underſtanding: What was the cleaving: .of 
rocks in compariſon with the ſoftening of a 
„ ſtony; adamantine heart? or the rend- 
mos al of the 
vail of Ignorance from the-ſoul! che rod With. 
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e Muſtration of this truth. It Bud hore 
over the earth, the ſea, and The elements: 
light, datkneſs, and every creature within its 
> Il reach were ſubjects to its command. But it 
had no power, or influence over | Pharagh's | 
„hard heart. Behold! it is eaſier to tear the 
s rock in pieces, than to melt the human heart. 
O Jeſus ! none but thy ſpirit can do it. Here 
o thy omnipotente was Carte: manifeſted in 
e making this very thief an inſtrument of thy 


revenge on the devil, on the Phariſees, on 
Pilate, and on the people. The devi, 


is faith St. Ambroſe, Was ready to boaſt in 1 
h every place, that he Was a great conquerors 
ſince, though Jeſus had but twelve Abeſties, . 


„Ine had ſeduced ene of them, and brought . 
e over to his fide, by perſuading him that it was 
nmere eligibte to be à chief, chan an Apoſſie . 
t But ſee ho he is foiled at bis e Wenpens ! 
is Inſtead of Judas, a petty e e oP 
the Penury of che holy eongregation Had? 

's Nadeezed a few mites for Pimtelf, aa and by this 

. arg. 30 deed rather gratified his covetouſ. 5 

t- Ineſs, than enlarged his! property; our: Lord 


ſnatched as his prize, a man who had ſpent 
It kis time in the ſervice of the devil. Thieves 
are the 'devil's agents: but the dear Jeſus laid 
hold on the vileſt of them, reſeued him ftom 
he infernal band; and left the devil to rumin- 
te, at his leiſure, on bis diſgraceful o ov jr 
hrow. It is ſaid in the ſong of Solomon, 1 
aye compared * my love, to = OO! ar... 
BETTY TR 2 3 


aer Ke 


made ' a. notorious robber his -captive; and he 


( a ) 

pany " horſes in Phanob's chariot” Cant, 
1..9. Solomon, as a certain author aſſerts, 
had at all times a great number of Egyptian 
| Horſes i in his train, and whenever he went to 
war with the Egyptians, he fought againſt 
them with their own horſes: 19 doth the 
church embarraſs and confound the devil by 
theſe agents of his, who are thieves and 
robbers. O how. ought it to have covered 
Pilate, the Phariſees, the Prieſts, and the 
people with ſhame, that a thief ſhould know 
the Lord better than they, and that his t tongue 
Mould be loud in confeſſing his attachment to 
bim, while all their tongues were glued in 
 filence: Here is a triumph which beſpeaks 
the valiant leader, and a weden which Jeſus 
WM: eng could obtain. ; 
But to proceed: The bugailiey ef Lord a 
is clearly ſeen in his ſubmitting to be extended 
dn the ignominious croſs to ſa ve a thief, Qh! I 
to What depth of abaſement did he deſcend ill - 
| that he might do us good, It was aſtoniſh- Y- 
ing condeſcenſion in of ">a that © he took 
, GR him the form of a man“ Phil. ii. 8. 
greater condeſcenſion it was, that he aſſumed - 
the form of a ſervant,” Phil. v. 7. and 

greater ſtill i it Was, that he became a worm 
and no man; Pf. xxii. 6, but greater chan all 
it was, that he died, like a thief, between two 
thieves. In the garden Jeſus told them, who i 
came 19 apprehend him, are you come out 
: ſt a Wat, with ſwords and ſta ves for 
2 to > take me,” FO: xxvi. 58. There he 


was a 
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GC. 53 
628 app Ache ag if 53 bad bern a ' thief » 
here he dies like a thief, in conſequence of an 
unjuſt condemnation- A thief is rather more 
deteſtable han any other erimimal; becauſe 
the temptations to this crime are not fo cogent 
as to many other fins. Tou may read in Le- 
viticus xi. of unclean beaſts; ſuch as the | 
weaſel,” the mouſe, and the kite, &c, and in 
the hiſtory of them” you will find that, as they 
are all thieves, ſo. they are forbidden under the 
hw, to be either food or ſacrifice, But behold 7 
the love of Chrift! - he accepts the. Tongue 'of 
a thief, and permits it to proclaim his inne- 
cency. He could, with equal cafe, have | 
uſed a prophet” sor an evangeliſts tongue, "ave | 
made it ſubſervient to his glory. But he hols =o 
the tongue of a thief, that, from the mean- + 
Heſs: of the-inftrument, his power night be 
more apparent. Sam pon New armelf men 
With the jawbone 'of an aſs; Which, though 3 it ” 
Was a blunt and untewardly weapon, pet 
cſeovered his ſtrength. and gave ſurer proofs | 
of his prbwefs, tRan if he had been furniſhed) _ 
with ee I: Wes NE EP oo 5 
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* AT erpiate e let of one ef ag 3 
Laſt-of all, hers are expertneſs and . * 
Aſpalch ſhewn. * Jeſus is a curious, and "ex 

ditions Wörkman. He doeth wonders, When 2 

a 18 "hath * aur and all”? its branches 
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25 rather than to diſpu 


| « oY ) 5 
lean to one ade, it is . bu 
that it will in the end fall on that fide. But 
Here is a man, whoſe biaſs had been ſtrong to- 
Wards hell all his life long, Who yet, When 
he comes to be cut down, "Th his inclinati- 
ons turned . hy His crookedneſs is 
not only made ſtraight, but his perverſeneſs is 
ured, and his ſoul is fitted for an inheritance 
among them who are ſanRified. O who could 
be ſo dexterous as to effect all this, in ſo ſhort 
a time, but the chief architect himſelf ! With 


What expedition doth he finiſh bis work! In 


An inſtant he carried this man through eyery 
neceſſary grace, and brought into actual ex- 
erciſe in him godly fear, repentance, prayer, 
a and faith to BY: hold on his Pro · 
MW . 

Ey faving one chief, and leaving the ; other 
t® receive the, due reward of his deeds, 2 
_ to us, that the ** election prevailed; 

1 loved: Jacob and 1 hated 1 Mal. i. 
3. 3. yea, Jaith St. W e before [the. chil- 5 
dren were born or had done either good or 
evib” Rom. ix, 1, And again he faith, beck 
not the potter power over the clay, | 
fame lump, to make one veſſel unto. honour, 
uadanotherumodiſhonour?” Rom. ix. 2 1,God's 


— Judgments. are very. ſecret, and unſearchable., 


It is our duty to honour, and reverence them, 
about them ;. ever cry: 


jag out with the Apoſtle, © © the. depth of 
the riches betk of the wiſdom 1 knowledge 
Dh IS — ic 


zes that 
Pharaoh 
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RAM: withirelpattiog the noun ak mural 
bon, but that theſe Means had a very different . 


aud the other was humbled. They were both 
men, both kings, of the ſame nature, and 
guilty of the ſame crime: both jed the chil- 
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& tes obſtinacy, 1 at the eve of Fifa, &. | 


3 Fo 35 4 7 
W and N MEDENY were ſequa 


upon them; the one was hardened, 


dren of God into captivity. Both evil in- 
treated Iſrael, and cauſed them to ſhed abun- 
dance of tears, while they ſmarted under t 
ſcou Bot h were viſited with plagu aes 
from -houven, and both were alike: or ne 
to know the rod; and him who appointed it. 
How then ename che ſame means not to make 
the ſame impreſſion, upon them? One of ther 
was led to ſay, Nom I Nebuchadnenzar 
ert and extol, and honour the gat hea - 
en;“ Dan. iv. 37. while the other; perſiſted 


claimed, who is the Lord d The Almighay 
loves to diſplay his ſovereignty, and to act 
fr reely without centroul. win ſaith he, 


to Moles, , be gracious to whom 1 will be 4 
gracious, and wall, ſhewy merey on Wham | 


Will hew merey. Exod, XXiii. 19. Nene 
durſt call Pharaoh to account for his treatment 
of Joſeph? s fellow · priſoners, i. e for advancing! | 
one from Na to his former office, and for-. 
hanging the other. No: we choſe to be ar 

liberty ourſelves to do a5 pop pleale ; but we. . 


would confine the Lord to do as we lik 75 
dd ack We dealings "with che children. of if 
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G Wr wood lay Righteoufeſs my 10 
our erooked line, and find fault, if it doth 
not agree with our ſcanty àadmeaſurement. But 
notwithſtanding all ' outcry, as if “ his ways 
were not equal,” he will do” what ſeemeth 
good 1 in his-own fight, without conſulting us, 
or being er by our opinions. Where 
ol rwo e in the field; Lis ſhall be taken, and 
| the other ſhall be left.“ Matt. xxiv. 4 8. 41. 
1 ny therefore in the duſt let us bow before 
him, and acknowledge our acquieſcence in his 
fovereign will. # $5774" 
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The next inſt cn, -that may be: gathered 
from the Joppa pry favour ſhewn to one of 
che thieves, when on the croſs, reviled 


Sa Bord, and An e ene reproaches | in his 
teeth As che ther, is this: We may learn 
fem the merey reached to the one, and wich · 
holdes from the other, that the. ſafeſt way to 
heaven is between hope and fear. Fear is the 
cable which lays hold on hope, and hope is the 
anchor Which keeps fear ſirm. Fear makes 
ee cowardly,” and fainthearted, when thou 
-confidereſt* what thou aft; how little g. m_ 
there is in thee, how gnworthy- thou art of 
Bleſſing; yea eben ta breathe.” in God's a air: 
hut hope makes thee” bold, and enterprizing, 
by ſbewing ther how good the Lord is; how 
infinite he is in his mercy, and matchleſs in his 
Jeve, yea, even millions of degrees e furpaſ- 
fing the love of women? 2 Sam. i. 26. 4 
Upon theſe grace of hope and fear doth the 
TO a His "Benefits," and W his: 
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| CP 8 1 
gifts.“ He taketh pleaſure in them who feat 

him, in thoſe Who hope in his mer cy. . 

exlvii. 11. His bleſſed eyes ar 
faſtened on thoſe, who fear bim, and put their 
truſt in his goodneſs. | Of Iſſachar, Jacob prov» 
pheſied, «that he ſhould be a ſtrong als, 

couching down between two burthens.“ Gen. 
xlix. 14. He could not miſs his way between 
theſe two burdens, Which, like two hedges, 
kept him from ſtray ing either to the right 
der to the left. In like r 2 


4 


cure between the fear of 
ven: the one preſerves thee from — 28 
and the other from deſpair. There is more: 
eſſicacy in godly. fear; 8 aby Pear 3 
better than none) than the world is aware o | 
The leſs thou haſt to loſe, the leſs is thy fear 

of loſing it. Old age hath made me fear · 
teſs' was the Romans — to Cæſar, when bei 
. threaten'd to kill him. His meanin 


es as it Wares 1 


Was - 


that as, in the courſe of nature, he had burt 4 


few years to live, he was unconcerned whether 
He ſhould die then, or drag on a life, which could: 
not laſt much longer. But the juſt may think 
within himſelf, that he bath an eternity before 
him, which be may come ſhort of, if he be, | 
nat kept in fear of finning, and continually; 
Waiting, in hope forthe coming of bis Lord. 
Here then are two ſtrong bulwarks: to fence) 
vou on each fide, and to keep you in the 
narrow path. The one is the thief, who Was 
ov! to uw? in his unbelief, and the other is 


"the 


( 38 5 
che thief who found 3 with the Lord : the. 
former of whom ſhould teach you to fear, leſt 
any of you ſhould “ run and not obtain.“ 
Heb. iv. 1. the prize. Some may to appear- 


ance, be near hivaven; hie they ſtand on the 
brink of hell; and others may ſeem to be ver- 


ging towards deſtruction, while God is draw 
ing them to himſelf. Take heed therefore 
to yourſelves, - watch and pray:“ Luke viii. 
18. and the latter, when you conſider his con- 


dition, and the time of his delivetance, ſhould 


filente the reaſonings of deſpondeney, and 
encourage your confidence; ſeeing there is a 
Jeſus who can deliver at the eleventh hoh 1. 
and e ſave to the urtermoſt” thoſe Who come 
unto God by him.“ Heb. vii. 25. The. 
devil tried every invention that he could de- 
viſe; to thruſt Job from his center, and to 


. £ 1 1 
Ne N 


leſſen his truſt in God. By fire from heaven 
ie deſtroyed his ſubſtanes. - By the bitter 


God, and profe 


| a8 it were expoſiulated witk him to his faces: 


words of his eompanions, -and intimate friends,” 
he tende ed his life a burthen unto him, and, 


fing, “ What canſt thou do now, b 


deſpond-rndidie * Tho haſt no room to look! 


er from God or man. Thou art 
utterly rejected. There is no one who hath! 
Pity on thee. Come then eurſe thy God and 
die.” | Yet Job maintained his confidence in 
ed that though he ſhould 
3 — 2 jag en . Thy 4 _ 2 e 
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St. Ambroſe ſuppoſes that Arie My | 
more heinous ſin than any other, not as it is 
the greateſt « offence againſt. God, but as it is 
the moſt dangerous to men. It bars the 
gate of bleſſedneſs againſt them, and cuts off 
every poſſibility of their ſalvation. Hence _ 
it is foremoſt on the black liſt, as if the Als © 
mighty was more ſenſible of the evil, which - 
they do to themſelves, than of that Which is 
done againſt himſelf. It is without a denbt 
that he ſeeks; the happineſs of his people bs | 
all things, and that “ he hath delight in the 
proſperity of his ſervants.” Pſalm xxxy. 27. 
Judas's deſpair had a tendeney to do greater 
injury to Jeſus Chriſt! than bis W eee 
for by ſelling him, he only deſpiſed his man- 
hood; but 105 bis Geſpait he caſt, the gr — ; 
fur'on'his Godhead, and judged — 80 ben, 
like himſelf, de void both of the will, and of 
the power to relent. A8 he could nat pacify 
or forgive himſelf, he thought that the Lord“) 
muſt likewiſe be inexorable,- or as hard to 
forgive: and ſo he was for exterminating this 
holy one of Iſrael. Woe unto them, for 
they have gone in the way of Cain.“ Jude = 
11. How is that? They ſuppoſe-their ini 
quity to be greater than can be pardoned, 
Gen. iv. 1 as he teſtified'of old. But St. U 
Auſtin ſaith © mentiris Caine ! menliris Caine 
thou art miſtaken Caine: greater is the Lord's 
merey than the ſins of the whole world. * 45 
N and 2 goodneſs, 5 ca can 
3 TEL i 
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bring life * of death, light out of darkneſs, 
the. Bes den of ſinners, out of the condemna- 
tion of the Saviour, and deigns to beſtow that 
paradiſe on the thief upon the crofs, which 
Was 3 by Adam in the height of his in- 
tegrity! When God's people ſaid, our 
bones are dried, and our nl is 1oft :” Ezek. i 
- Xxxvii. 17. his anſwer by his prophet was, 
Iwill open your graves, and you ſhall live.“ 
And to imprint this truth the deeper on their 
hearts he quickened valleys which was full of 
dead bones into actual life. God's merey know-s 
neither meaſure nor end. O let us call upon 
bim witk Lager importunity, and he will hear 

us. Let us ſeek for grace to repent, and he 
will pardon us. Nay we can never be ſo much 
deaſech and delighted in being forgiven, as he 
is in forgiving us. Who then r diſtruſt or 
give way to deſpondency. 

Let us now conſider che Wet chwwge, 
which divine grace wrought in this man.” 
_ Firſt; all that he had he gave to the Lord, 
His hands, and feet were nalled to the croſs. 
Over theſe he had no command. Only his heart 
and bon were at his diſpoſal: and theſe he 
freely devoted to the ſervice of Jeſus: his 


tongue wa vindicate his uprightneſs, ſaying, 


ee chat he had done nothing amiſs 7? and his 
 Heare to love him, withing to be with him in 
his m: yea, his tongue to confeſs him, 
and his heart to believe in him. Herein: is 


8 op whole n 8 falvat 06 TE: - 


mes 
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"© Þ 1 
confeſs with thy. 3 the © Lond 
* a b 3 in thy heart, that G LY 5 


ay,” FS SE witneſs againft Himſelf, | 
9 64 © we receive the due ri wards I 
deg . This is A With the odly. They 
onfeſs their tranſ; eſfions unto the Le id, a . 


m the dead, 'thou Walt he +. 


1 


eben do they not hide,” a 'Pfalm 3 XXX, | 
5˙ The pro odigal aid unto. his. father, -5 
aye, Hane againſt heaven, and, in thy. Ah! „ 


and 2 no. more worthy to be called thy ſon.” 
e xV, 21. And the publican in like mag. 


der, ſmote w upon his breaft, and "cried, ® God 


be merciful to me a. aner!“ Luke Xvi. * 
'To. this. Apkpow d of. our guilt, and 
abhorrence of our ſelves, for Our 'mi deeds; We — 
Ul Lite 5 2 above all things exhorted: Bos 


155 1 wHl come” 
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what humility is his requeſt fravght! &@ re. 
member me. He doth not pray, Lord, 
make me a citizen of thy Hugdom, or honour 
oF, LO thou uſeſt to honour thoſe, who' Walt 
; ' thee, or, crown me with 'a crown of 
| 9 —4 that fadeth not away.” No, no; his 
ambition doth not tower fo high; but with 
tears in bis eyes, he only ſobs our, © remem- 
ber me.“ © I deſerve. nothing but miſety. 
have not the happy privilege to die for thee, 
but I die with thee. It is the grief and diſtreſs 
of my ſoul, that I knew thee not ſooner, that 
I might have endured the torture of the croſs 
in thy fervice, and for thy ſake; that I might 
have laid down my life, yea millions of hves, 
if Thad them, as a ſacrifice of oblation to thy 
love.“ He doth not pray, Lord take away 
theſe pains of death, under which I labour; 
remove theſe agonies, and make m). paſſage ea- 
y to the inviſible world: no, no, but he faith, 
I deſerve to ſuffer, and let my ſafferings, 
- whether they be quick, or ling ring acute or 
= torpid, terminate in my death; only remem- 
der me it it be long before thou comeſt into 
chy kingdom, let me ſuffer till thou doſt come. 
I will not think thee tedious : only” remember 
meſometime,”-- = l 3 

bk 1 Fourthly, We had great falth.* Air Wey be 
” - _- compared with the faith of Abraham, Iſaiah, 
1 "Moſes, the woman of Canaan, &c. "And it 
"Ho may well be ſuppoſed, that his faith exceeded 
5 21. theirs. If Abraham believed, it is not ſo | 
1 _— to be wondered at, becauſe he received 


„„ * | 


< 63 » Dee 
great and prin . promiſes | Tom the Lord 
imſelf. 1 Iſaiah believed, it is not ſo mar- 
vellous, becauſe he faw the Lord ſitting on 
his throne, in Serben and great majeſty; ſur- 
rounded with thoſe Sera hims, who.cried unto 
one another, and aid; oly, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hoſts : the whole earth is full of bis 
glory.” Iſalah vi. 1, 2, 3; 4. If Moſes: be- 
ſieved, who can be ſurprized at the report? 
why 2. becauſe © the angel of the Lord ap- 
i peared unto him in a flame of fire, out of the 
midſt of a buſh: and he looked, and behold 
the buſh hurned with fire, and the buſh Was, 
not conſumed. If the faith, of the three dif. | 
ciples. was. great, great was the ſight which, 
they. had of Jeſus on the mount of transhguras | 
tion, when. his face did ſhine as the ſun, and 
his raiment was white as the light; and While 
a btight cloud overſhadowed them, they. 
heard a voice out of the cloud, Which ſaid, 
“This is my beloved ſon, in whom TI am well 
pleaſes hear ye him,” Mat. xvii, 2, 6. 


— 


* 


Something ſimilar to this may be ſaid of Paul's- 
faith, Nathaniel 3 faith, and the woman 4 3 
Canaan's faith, &c. But the thief, #44 not = 
the Lord either « on his throne, or in the buſh, . 1 92 
on, the mount or in the cloud, in the ſcriptures „ 
or in his miracles. It is conjectured, that he, 2} 
had heard how Judas betrayed and ſold him, 
ho his diſciples. had forſaken him, and Pa We. 
the people lighted and hated him. Indeed be 
hears their Nero. and perfectiy Maler. 
| anger of ownir N acquaintance. | 
E N. 9 n : 


_ . eotifident that be would rife again, or he would 


| 115 bim. s n all chele fot⸗ 
Pidding circumſtances, 2 | in 8 0 he ſees 
im hanging on the croſs, he = his pet. 
tion to him Fial as much fer vdur, ald abaſe- 
ment, as if he eyed him fitting on his throne 
in heaven; What can be added to this man's 
faith? I'know not: He believes in Jeſus in 
the face of every obſtacle, and proclaims his 
- glory, while he Was in thie depth of his humi- 
© Hatton. O the” ftuperidous worke of God ! 
who: Would nor pur their truſt in him! Some 
who had ſeen our Lord raifing the dead, were 
afterwards ſhaken'in their faith, and at times 3 
were known to waver : but this man firmly : 

_ believed in him, when he beheld him nailed 
5 o the croſs, and finking under the pains of 

death in his own perſon. Doubtleſs he Was 


not ha ve prayed to him, when he was dying: 
Yes, yes, he was enabled to believe in the 


PL reſurrection of the dead: and this is a deſitable 


- - If thou haſt any power, exert ir reſcuing 


* mer ia „* II thou canſt 


article in the church's creed. He had alſo 
grace to believe the immortality of the ſou]; 

and the everlaſting continuance of the life to 
come. See how grace exceeds nature ! His 

fellow thief knew of no life 152 the preſent. 
Deliverance here was all that . Oh! 


e deſire 
he cared not for the eternal World. F. only 
aid, © if thou be Chriſt, fave thy ſelf and 


us ftom this ighominious and agonizing eros. 
Reſtore thyſelf to liberty, ank us to our; for- | 


ag 


a_ 
8 


1 Ne ; 


T 6 x ; © 
long dur days, that we may gf joy the ga _— 
of fin, inſtead of enduring theft tortures,” And _— 
alas! many, too many are they, Who enter - 
tain the ſame ſentiments in this our dax. 
May he, who intercedes in heaven for the WM 
fallen race of Adam, open their es 
and correct their erroneous judgments! Amen. 

On the contrary, the penitent. thief had grace 
to believe the words which our Lord ſpake 
before Pilate when he faid.** my kingdom is 
not of this World: and he believed them in 
direct oppoſition to the opinion of ſome of the | 
diſciples themſelves, even oſ thoſe two, Who, 1 
thinking that Chriſt's kingdom Was merely 
temporal; requeſted to fit, one at his right - 
5 and, and. the other on 125 left, i in his king 
dom.” 3 

'E ifthly, his Aire was, great: 47 reſted 
entitaly 5 in him, who had no reſt for himſelf;. 
but hung between earth and Heaven. Daniel 2 
was very compoſed! and confident in the lion's 
: den; but he knew that God had ſent his aua-„ 
gel to ſhut their mouths, and that, they were . 
o tamed as to be ready to lick the ſoles. of his ; 
feet. And David was full of confidence in 
the midſt of Saul's army; but be Kgew that 
the Lord preſerved him. But this man, eben 
While all circumſtanses ſeemed to conſpire 

_ againſt him, while his breath Was departing 
and his Lord was expiring by His ſide, w 
1 even in this gloomy moment, full of hope, : 
and e a CATE . raft” i in 8 : 


ä umph here, 


r 


1 With what diſpatch is he made meet for hea 
His title to paradiſe ! though 


*reflimony, It is n * i N. 2 


- Gia 00 9 faich ! great was w thy 0. 


Laſtly, his love was Full as great as his hope, 
bas Love,” faith Solomon, is 2 as death,” 
Cant. viii. 6. His love to Jeſus was fo inflam- 
ed, that he could not bear that his companion 
thould fay any thing againſt him, though the 


| blefſed rat of God himſelf was aum as” 


a theep, under the ſhearer's hands.“ Where 
are the Apoſtles for whom thrones are pre- 
pared in heaven? do they  reprove the blaſ- 
pheming thief, and put to ſilence his ma- 


- Hignant tongue? No, they are all fied, andbuſy 


in e themſelves fot fear of tlie Jews, Sec 
how this man is honoured even above the dif 
ciples themſelves. In their weakneſs they were 
Jeft to imminent dangers : : but he was eſta- 


liſhed in the faith, and ſtrengthened to ſtand 
ken 


2 for Chriſt when all the reſt had forſa 
| Our Lord faid unto Peter, who was a 


8 8 885 Apoſtle, if not the greateſt— . Whither 


go, thou canſt not follow me now ;” "John 


An. 36. but. to this. man he directiy faith, 


thou walt follow me now: for“ this day, 
aid he, * thou ſhalt be with me in raiſe 


ven] bow ſoon doth he rectiv 4 6 teſtimony of 
is death. treads 

as it were upon the heels of his converſion, 

Jet he is not obliged to wait till death for this 


ELL in No * 


5 * 


* 


ing 


paper, and if he Eh 


Tpeak evil, of 


in the Fecher e wil 5 1 Was arreſted in 
the midſt of his, mad career, and brought nigh 7 
K hen he Was far from grace; Yea, When he 
Vas, in my opinion, very unfit. to receive an 7 
- favour, for he was, at that very time © breath- 
| out threatenings and laughter, againfl 
the diſciples of the Lord: armed with a com- 
miſfon from the high 
5 with, rage againft them, and furiouſly bent. to 
| ret gut of the earth: bur ſuddenly: a Hehe en- 
comp aſſed him; ſuddenly he was ſtruck to the 
ground; ſuddenly he heard a voice from hea- 
7en, Which quelled his rage, and tamed his 
fury; ſo that he Was nowẽW contented. to be Jed 3 
by the hand to Damaſcus. When the Lord 55 
had once laid hold on him, he did not leave | 
him, till he had fulfilled, all his purpoſes . in 
bim. Yet ſome days paſſed between his con- 
| viction and public Pesch + Bur this mag 
was made both a confeſſor and martyr. - 
| Jeſus, Chriſt. in a few hours; He. preached, mw 
and his text was. ' exceeding. appaſite - to thi 
_ Place and vceafian. , He had nv. pen, ink, or . 
his hands wete. bob „ 
Jo that he could not uſe them. He Was there! 5 
fore under a necefſity of preaching extempore, | 
That is, off hand, or Without, much medita- 
tion. His ſermon was not long; x. 
_comprehenfive, and very inſtructive 
_ - touched not upon civil Matters; z he di 
dignities, or concern | hiraſel 
With the affairs 0. thoſe who were abſent; but, 


? 


prieft ; he was fil'd 


but It, Was 


without ; 


47 68 2 | 3 
without any .circumlocution, he addre 
himſelf point-blank to his fellow thief,” fayings 
< doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou art 4 
the fa me condemnation doſt thou not fear 
God. Thou haſt no need to fear the law : : 
that hath almoſt done its worſt. Thou needeſt 
not fear the Jews; they have already delivered 
thee up to death, and more they cannat do. 
But oh! the Lord can do more ſtill. He 
hath Power to caſt thy body and foul into 
bell. Luke xii; 5, 6. 1 7 hence that all 
they, who are poſſeſſed of that fear, which is 
the beginning of wiſdom, are for enforcing it 
upon < agg They would have all men fee 
151 Which E es roved f o Wo to themſelves, 
t 


— 
— 5 & the Lord, or dene it 1 
Sthers ? they are not, as ſome afftm, for 
keeping all to theniſelves, and care not who 
mall fink, if they can ſwim; - no, Enowing 
that there is, bread enough in their father's 
houſe and to ſpare, with theutmoſti importunity 
they intreat their relations and neighbours to 
come in; having reliſhed the ſweetneſs of a 
; divine ſe in their own fouls, they unk they 
can never be too we eſſing in inviting others to 
partake of it, „Come, fay they with David, 
_ < and hear, al you who. * Jod, and we 
wil declare what he bath done For” our 
| Touls.” Pſalm lxvi. 16. : 7 
But to draw towards a 6050 ion: bye he 
Z that this man 22992 a e 4 fun aſ Pare: 
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river*of thy pleaſures”. 
Fee ha" joy who 
they alk not for. The thief” upon t 
defires only to mend 
adiſe is Promnifect: unto. him. When 


Hye us of our vnderftanding, as 


Fo Rall wee leap for Joy, u. 
bread in our father's houſe, and drink 


that river which maketh glad the city of God. » = 
this delightfut 0 


The thief was admitted into th 
when the evening was come, Without 


_ working :' what then fhall they receive, W 
Rave borne the burthen and heat — the he 8 


They two ſhall'be* admittec 
| if any of them ths 
were unjuſtly” treated, th 
that reply, and be lence: 
rhee no Wrong: didſt not Mou agree 
for a penny 9®" 
. privitege- thatthis mm emoyed;” 


tembered:: and 54 Ny ; 
T table do here” io = 


=” forget every thing elſe, even ren e = 
when we thall- on "2 


e QA BME; 2 2 72 5, prove 
r ew murmor, as IT "Of 
N wa — 2 * e 9 


Mate xk. 13. Tens a peculiar *H 


t 8 into — as it were, inſtanta- 1 
1 ne oy ; 4 


ms  ® 
neouſly, and on theyery day of "Ou new nk. 
It would have been a very precious promiſe to 
him, if he had been, only. informed on that 
day, that at the diſtance of a hundred years 
to come, he. ſhould have admittance thither, 
but he is favoured with immediate poſſeſſion 
-  ofhis inheritance : : 5. to day ſhalt thou be With 
me in paradiſe.” Grace and glory flowed. in 
upon him at once, and, like a full tide, im- 
a ried him to the . tt BD 4 he 
Would be N was a great mercy to have a 
Jette excited in his ſoul after the enjoyment 
God, but it was a far greater mercy to have 
zat defire fo ſpeedily fulfilled, . Though, Jo- 
3 be N priſoner. to "think 4 
ON An. when his head ſhould n d 


8 The. des how thou didg. meet I 
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1 fl 
"aſk ed'for's ſon; who mig ht be inherit his noſe 
ſeſnons: but 4 Ton Was "given him, from 
whoſe loins, . „as concernitig the fleſh, 
Chriſt” came,” who. is Over all, God "bleſſed 
for ever,” Jacob was only defirous to retain 
2 with him; he neither ſought nor 
ſee Joſeph > ; but the Lord favourec 
ew” with 4 ſight © of them both,” before He 
died, Hannah barely requeſted a man child 
of God, but he 1 * a ſon, Who became 
a faint, and à pro Solomon petit 
for ſo much wiſdom,. — would fit "Kink for che | 
diſcharge of his office, and an underſtanding 
heart to judge his people, that he might diſ= 8 
dern between. goed anc | bads,; and 'behgl&! * 
 Gad id unte bim according t0 is Fords "4 
and 'withal gave him thoſe Goes 8 10 r Urs 
withour; meaſure, which he "af | 
Hezekiah prayed for e bean 0 „ "h 
health, and the lengthei of his ora 
| haps two yeats more would a ave 1 1 
him; but he hath the grant of fifteen years. 
. BHE {:rvant; who owed his Lord ten thouſand 
talents, only deſired longer time, have 
patience with me and 1 will pay thee all: 
But, “ his Lord had compaſſion on him, and 
forgave him the hols debt. Mat. xviii. 27, | 
&c. Well doth the church pray e , alt 
for the twelfth ſunday after Trinity, 0 Ab == 
mighty and everlaſting God—whec ont to 
| Fg than — defire or deſerve. 
Laſt of all, we may obſerve that our Lord 
ook this man * him to * This! is 
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it had not been tinctured with this c one ingre- 
dient. But this ſpoils all: I cannot any more 
touch it. S0 the ungodly: will ſay, “ this 
is a good man, and I could love him with all 
my Heart; if he were not one of that ſect which 
s every where ſpoken againſt. It is a pity he 
ſtould affect to be fo ſtriẽt and -over-righte- 
us. I could like him well enough if it 
8 not for his e, da But as matters 
date, he can be no companion or familiar 
d ef mine.“ Non ae the godly behind 
hand with the ungodly in this term. 
00 will ſay, what an agreeable neigt | 
would this man be, if he h race 
What an addition would it be tohis other ac- 
T4 -*compliſhments.” 1. "Ry grieves me to think 
e enge 60 in 5:3 115 N e 4 | 
innate dennen deute any pen of 
ment, the very ch ds, 46 fob 
| "Ju woe | always found's diſce d. Be 
behevers bee ernte learn g beer, 


* „The W Toft 
| ori Cb iriſh in” his laſt will 
and teſtament, i e in the world: 


5 . 


will ceaſe to r a Hue will. Gait 1 Hh 

His batteries ogaindt them; and his little fin- 2 
ger is far heavier than the world's loins. 

That eaſe is much too dear, which ne 
ſed at the expence of God's favour. Oh! 1 
the croſs is ſweet, when it is ſanctified. Let 
them therefore not be diſcouraged; en 
men's attacks are moſt furious againſt them. 
This is but the treatment which angels recei- 
ved from devils; and but the very reception 
high: the Lord of glory himſelt had, when 5 
5 bernacled in dumm be The teproachb 
or enlure of men and devils is not a bad 
ſymptom. The wicked can.never-ſpeak.well 
_ ii thee: Who denounce. God's gudgments 
_ againſt their ſins, which are dear unto them 
as theic right eyes. Their language is, who 
can have any regard for him, ann e 
off our 3 or Pluck out; ou 1 4 25 1 
3 very ground. on which. de kr F .: 


The chriſtian who is moſt — 
abhor 38 — hoſt „ e | His:chatred: 4s - 
chiefiy levelled at che by mighty, and, for 

this reaic n, he points is 15 a rieſt s: . 
 againſty thoſe WhO JO moſt for ee d. oP 

lervar . emu ſtrike the 


of God's. e —— dee ae + ele, 3 
love: for they, who are leaſt diſturbed by 1 
n, Ene er "he. nel} diftugbanbss Whe- © 


| © ap » 

to hear from him: and. the higher the ſer- 
vice is, the hotter will be the perſecution. 
But let none be diſheartned at the allaults 
of the enemy. When he ſallies focth in his 
great ſtrengrh againſt us; great Michael will 
enter the liſts with him: yea, the great cap- 
tain of our ſalvation will. ſtand up in our de- 
fence, and “ if God be for us, Who can be 
againſt us?“ Rom. viii. 31. The heavenly | 
hghoſts are on our ſide, and theſe: have been, in 
all ages, very ſerviceable to the poor and ali 
ſtreſt children of God. Take heed that 5 
be deſpiſe not one of theſe letle ones, 
for I Jay. unto; you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my 
4 Father, who i 18 in heaven.“ Mata VIII. 1 
Though theſe may be little in under ſtand- 
| ing, little! in faith, little in their own eſteem, 
and little in the eyes of the world; yet they 
ate great in the ſiglit of good angels, - Theſe 


deem it an honour to ſerve them. Are 
they not all mi itriug ſpirits ſent forth 


5 £0: Mifliſter for then „ O ſhall: be heirs | 
5 of abvation??- Hebei 14. It is not ſaid; they 
wirre, but they are to this day hovering about 
the elect of God, beginning early and con- 


tuinuing late, as faithful exjtinsls- to guard 


their charge, aud never interinitting their 


Fr can till they: -bave- ſafely PER how 
.. 7 21 „ +} bf IS STE $553 2 50 
125 Miebael dif] puted about the ai of No- 
48 fag.” The only account that we have of the 
| ta which, is 3 to be her 
a. 1 6 _alluced 


# ; 


| ( 139; 3, | 
alluded to, is in Deut. xxxiv. 6. Where it is 
ſaid, « he buried him in a valley, in the 
land of Moab, over againſt Beth-peor: but 
no man knoweth of his ſepulchre unto this 
day.“ The Lord, I ſay, bevied him. Whe- 
ther he commanded the angels to dig his 
grave, or ſaid unto the earth, open and 
receive the body « of my ſervant Moſes, and then 
be cloſed again; on is. certain, which way ſo⸗ 
ever it was done, that Moſes was buried. 
The Lord did won ſuffer thoſe eyes, which | 
ſaw more of his glorious! majeſty than any 
other mortal eyes, to be eaten by the ravens 
in the valley: but he buried them. He did 


not ſuffer thoſe feet which trod upon che fl. 


ered mount, the mouth which read the holy 
law, or the hands which were holden up, 
while -Ifraet- diſcomfited Amalek, to be de- 
voured by wild beaſts or birds of prey: but 
he buried them. The devil wat 


the funeral, that he might ſee ene E 
corpſe was depoſited, in order, as it is con. 
jectured, that he might perſuade the Iſraelites 
to come there and worſhip it: but Michael 
withſtood: him and kept him off. Hence wre 
may learn that the principal drift of all his 
machinations is to lead men unto. fin. As | 
it is our Lord's deſign in every providence to» | 


ted. to; end: - 1 
Ä 


promote our growth in holineſs, i it ĩs Wann 5 4 


aim in, all that he doeth or purpoſeth, to in- 
ereaſe our ſinfulneſs. or to make us more and — 
more like himſelf. He never would have qu 3 
- relled with, . aun. =p W and 
b * 5 25 "badly 


c u » 
bodily: health, had he not been in hopes of 
leading him to impatience and diſtruſt. He 
was not ſo much for diſpoſſeſſing him of his 
wealth, as he was for fitting his grace. Sa- 


tan,“ ſaid the dear Jeſus to Peter, % hath. 
deſired to have you, that he might ſift you 


as Wheat: but 1 have prayed for thee that 
thy faith fail not.“ Tou ſee that his whole 


aim was to ſift their faith, And when he 


'eſts- againſt mi- 
niſters, and ſerious chtiſtians, his rancour 


raiſes great ſtorms and tem 


is not ſo much againſt their perſons, as: 


againſt their godly deeds... Whenhz impriſons, 
8 impoveriſhes, or ſlays the members of Obriſt 5 
his view is to ſtop the progreſs of every good. 
Grace, like the herb Which is called — — ; 
Aiaboli, is the only thing, „which he wants to hite 
and nip off.! Fling 1 2 head of grace to him 
over the Walls, and he 3 with joab raiſe 
mme ſiege and be gone.” 


. oul-enemy he is, pee) nothing is ſo ſweet to 


R him as che death of ſouls. Give me thy 


foul,” faith. he, and thou mayeſt ke 


rather, I wilt give thee all that thy heart 


defireth.“ Oh he is a malicious enemy and 


. © knows that the greateſt hurt, which he can do 
us is. to robus of the only 


5 poſſeſſing, As he is for & 
mier 7 for ſtriking at the beſt thing in 
them, even their graces and their ſouls. And 


ö _ wats 08 ee * ne at the 


iA.- Sam. XX 21. A- 


ing that is worth 
ing at the beſt 


6819 9 
When Michael diff pute t with the deen 
| bone the body of Moſes, „he durſt not 
bring eee +aecoſation” againſt him.“ 
We may learn from hence that it is àa gra- 
cious” privilege to be kept from fin, when 
We are under a neceſſity of having any inter- 
courſe with: the wicked. Michael "contends 
with the devil, andiyet- is holy and angelic 
Satan enoountered Gr bleſſed Saviour more 
than once; yet he contracted no” filth fro 
that foul ſpirit. It is a ſign of a good con- 
ſtitution, when a man retains his Fodily | 
health in a tainted air. So the ſtrength of 4 
grace ſhould ſhew itſelf not only in Dicks, 
ning the ſociety of the ungodly; but in not 
being corrupted by them When their ſociety | = 
is unavoidable. Ir Is poſfible” that we may. . , Þ 
be obliged to aflbeiate with them.; yet it is 
Our duty, by our ſacred vigilance and cireum! 
ſpection, to beware of being infected by the 
contagion of their bad example. Remem- 
Her, 'chriſtiavs; that they Will not bar ka 
of your good, and why ſhould yon pattake 
of their evil? They do not thooſe"ts deaf 
in your” 1eavenly ware,” 'and "why Mould uw 
deal in their hellifh "commodities? \- 
may be much in your company, for was 
oa 1 5 7 being a Whit the berter 0 
+ Fit eh! Fe is) a brains: 
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0 evil. Malice, is ever 9 — Th 11 it can 


4 ſcore. | 


. '( ao TY | 
fin while vou. have debeo to have 
| tercourſe wi h finners; are theſe ; firſt, rial 
don ſelves. You cannot well be too ſe- 


FVaoete in the duty of ſelf condemnation. Be 
quick” ſighted in the diſcovery of your own 


fault“ Throw not à vai over your eyes, 
when you art ale 


are for. lacriffeing their brethren's char 


are guilty of what Ph: 
of- the children of Iſrael : they ate idle 
they are idle: Exod: v. 17. that is, they tuke 


wh hearts, n un- 


no. pains to ſearch their 


amine their own conduct. The neareſt enemy 
is the moſt odious enemy. Well: then yöbr 
pon ſins are the neareſt. arr. let them be the 
: bran in your ſighhe. al bs) 464% it - 


s "Rar Ly, Lk pion che b havi Wente 


relloas, char — © love chinketh noevil 2 1 Cor. 


find no faults, it will forge them. It will put 


15 Peter! iv. 8. but walice and 1 qe wie 


3 ig 


Mere, ther the Lond: 451 


80 e yl mouth, and reſolve with David, 


Fr j not. . offend. with your f ton ue. * ſalm 
XXXixe 1 Ys e to no man 2 for 


ſition far ſur 


lone or at home; but inſpect 
narrowly Aüto Four on hearts. They Who 


ach laid to thecharge 


the worſt conſtruction upon every thing that is 


i done Love covers a mult of ſins,“ 


* 54 ax e 22 curſe not. 7 
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paſkng the diſcovery ofthe ph * 
it tl N of the lips could be locked fo falt, 


that do: piovocation could open it. Return 
not blow for n Let the ball of conten - 
tion fall to the Retort vo charge 
Aae b it . Von: but commit 
your cauſe to him . zadgeth righteouſly, 
according to the example and! the bleſted : 
Ane When you hear another revi- 

led, ſtand up in his defence like à ſtone 
wall: but when you are perſonally reproach-. 
ed, be ſoft. aa a mud Wall. In the for- 
mer caſe guerd Jon in che latter your 
. „„ e 

Four thin, Do with geber man's name e. 


83 to one r but — your W bart 
the ſame fate in his: for with what mea. 


£ 


ſure ye mete, it hal he: e ehen 


Matt. vü. 2. 
45 Ie en j To! 1 
maſ lern that the fear of God: is s both ar. 
ſtraint from ſing and a-ſtr wark aa; 
it. The greater fear icaſts. aut the leaſt, as 
our Lord obſerves. in Luke xii. 4, 5. If _ 
| 2 > for: . ww rg oe ener 


a— 


18 5 Cm ) 
ate 1 the mention of thoſe. ideal 
bug ⸗ bears, which cannot hurt them, and 
dread not that fire which — — 
them. They are not ſuch fools as to ſuffer 
f wemſelven to be laughed out of Thais. happy 
ſtate, or ſneered into the hazard of looſing 
. 4 zſouls for ever: + 3 Le! 
that if the fear of God was in the court 
vf Abimelech, they — not 1 ee 
Kis wife 's fake. Gen.-xx. 51. „How. 


Ido this great wiekedneſs, * did <Joloptr, 
** and ſin a God.“ „Gene ern 9. 
reibe fear of the Lord, as C lomon/ob- 


es, is to hate anal.” Prox. vi PUT 
h Sear will conſtrain us not only to abſtain 
rom outward ſin, but inwardly to abomi- 
nate it. It will not only bind our hands, but 
change our hearts The, feat of man may 
make us hide our ſins, but the fear of the 
Lord will make: us loath and! deteſt chem. 
-Godlys fear is the offspring of faith, and. its 
worth will be conſpieuous through all eterpi. 
ty. They, Wãbo wemble ar ther ur df f thall 
dor mant under the rod. 1 trembled in 


myſelf that I might reſ . al ren 
| . ene ee T he-ſure Way 


Ungs f, Abet word = e | bot .f 


through 


à heinous ſin. It is a ſin againſt God and 
is ſtricxiy forbidden by him. Judge not, 
that ydu be not judged.” + Matt, e 5 
* Thou allen 
earers among thy people.“ Levi xix. 16. 
He, Who 2 evil of his brother, and 
judgeth this brother, ſpeaketh evik of the 
law, und judgeth the „law: but if thou 
judge the law, thou art not a doer of the 


1 


to eee e dee 4 I oy 


of 


og others in Rom. Xv. 


1 5 And indeed what hath any! 1 man to 
do! with another's ſervant? Some te | 
on others 
but doth pot this reſſection fall heavielt 1 


on God, who is the author of godlineſs- ind 


ſanity? It : is his uſual m e 


e groſs, * up for * chaſen 
. L 2 athaniel | 


fear built the kt RY * reſted in | 
the days of trouble. A railing aceuſation is 


t go up and down as tale- 


law — On iv. 1 1 r ai of 


= fan Sk. Pavt Arongly (argues againſt juc : age | 
ching ſaith he « before the ti ume“ Pa Cot. 


jr their godlineſs arid, 5 


ns the inhabitants of N = 


= 4 os 
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- Nathatiel, and fay, << behold an es in- 
deed in whom is no guile l“ John i..47; If 
Annanias counts Saul, who was ſurnamed 
Paul, a murtherer: Jeſus will vindicate him 
om this imputation, and own him as a choice 
veſſel which he hath fer apart for himſelf, © to 
bear his name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
andthe: children of Iirael.” Acts ix. 1 5. By 
tailing at others we injure out hearers'; we 
murther and deſtroy brorheoly. kindneſs in 
them. Railing, though it may be feet to 
the Heſh, is yet à deadly poiſon: which, in · 
fuſed through the ear, hath often brought on 
the moſt fatal mortification. It hath cauſed 4 
ſepetation between many rietids, 
uſed to go into the houſe 4 — — 
dll abe rale-bearer kindled the flame 
Dede g chem, and ſeperated very 
But the: . ndtonly Seer God, and 
8 with en he. doth converſe 
Hur Re is a fad no hamiſeifs" "He oni 
wounds end lacerates his own ſoul. - To-blaft 
His del ghbour's fame,” he will not hefftate to 
88 his own ſolly. To an the warmth 
bl bis rage againſt his eight bout; he will run 
The riſk of being . broiled. bimtelf zin hell. 
He bares not how deep he inks under the 
wrath of God, if the can but vent his own | 
| He 3 Bre- brands about him, 
Weugh the 3 ay Jet his own houſe in a blaze; 
wu blows the aſhes wick W though 
5 3 1 Solomon juſt- 
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og” 


be religious, and bridleth- 


| den wo ale, or rather freely diftr 


"Ks Wes raking” and imeſling, 22 


OS 


g Wo: K 


2 foot; „ Prov. X. 18. It is inconſſſtent W 


true religion. If any among you ſcems to 
not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own heart, that man's e- 
Uigion is vain.“ James i. 6 Toute an. 
der, is 1 to the flanderer himſelf. 


Ele is the tevil's eldeſt fon. H2 bears the 


Is name, that is aflanderer. His mouth 


is the devil s engine, filled wich the wajers of - 


'Metibuh; which he 88 3 at His m—_ 
: S* the dere wry b er Þ 
ar Ly opt cn ples :aſcla, 1 | 


vn eat? and te „ more than he flors 7 
an 8 See thor! Ae much” re + 

Dies a bu one's og who” being tavght = 
166 — the offüls a8 his Rory rey, 
Uh them molt" vor joully + "or ike 


*&  Wagrant Howers, 
touck one of them 4 2 if 2 ere be 
duvghitf-in any corner! of in there wilt. 


8 . —.— — ade 0 f 
Sen ' ddotiferots” patrerre, d 
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| „er buſineſs to retail tbem: but they are 
4 much afraid to caſt a glance at their gra- 
ow. as the owls are to — at The meridian | 
un. EA - I 5. 4 OA. N 0 8 
Ile durſt not Pen aM 4 railing 
nerufation, but ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee” | 
Ax is probable that Satan roared, defamed, and 
made uſe of the moſt ſcurrilous terms: for 
2 Hnatuves | Ling — iis us Hoo ur 


mme, a na 
A heaven. ” Rev. Xii. 6. Bet Aachaet 
quite different ſpirit.” Ie avenged not him- 
elt, but left it in hi hands to:whom- ven- 
Feance belongs, Vengeance is mine, 1 
Rem. Xii 29. | 
This ſhould teach us patience and meekneſs 
under every 1 even here- 
unto We are called: becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffer- 
cd for us, leaving us n mer that we 
may follow his ſteps, who did vo ſin, _ 
Was guile found in his mouth: who, When 
de was teviled, reviled not again; — 
©. Juffered, he theentened-noty' but commit ed 
| himſelf 40 him who - judgeth yer 
Peter, ii. 21, 22, 23. Learn ef Jeius to be 
meek. "He doth not require it of you to learn 
_ of him to ereate a world, to walk upon the 
| Tea, to feed thouſands with: few loaves : none 
_ fiſhes, to cleanſe the lepers, to-give ſight to 
| me: bung, to uſn the wind, 0 — the 2 


Lamb de was, 4 tabing away the ſins of 4 
world.” And Jambs ought we to be.pnd-:not = 


ons, ſheep and not wolyes, doves and. _ 


daes. t we Nen 4 bite, and devour 0 


di take; * 


ed et — 
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many. ligaments at IP Sada de 
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N i 440-bridle.th gig abroad: "Mo 4 
„ which ate in abel, come; thei 


om ts 5 r "de: theſe: Lug, ie n 
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— 2 — ahi Proviags . We ; 


geryfeed him; and if he thirſtgive 


FM us. Faro Frm and: be filent, which is, the part 
ef a biſhop: but 4 pile Ie HR 


X af 126 ) 
5. 1d lt 


verſe of the 39th Pſalm, —＋ runs ene 41 5 
will. take heed to: y ways, that! I may 
_ in wich my tongue. And it is better to be 
2 dumb for. ever than to-uttet that, whi 


— is 
vain, falſe, injurious, or nprofitable. - *Ex- 
cellent was the obſer vation of the Britiſh -bard 


heal] he e le 4 himſelf nearly in the ſen 


e ren ant 
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| ther? The beſt way'to Wecged with 1utiy, 


bluſtering perſon, i 
A ſoft — wuneth away 


ala 1 Wild- grelis “ ſoonor e. 
ee eee eee a- 


1 they. lay, will ſooner Glen diamond 


Falte an ele ophint than the . 


ing ta dau — ry 
fore,” Gaith thouapatile, 46. 9 
kim d 


Ns xli. 20. Ambroſe told Calligonu 


=. 3 4s. . "proper 3 of 0 


1 
other, paſs over her: then ſhe roſe, and went 


on herſelf. Amazing! that every animal 
mould knows its place better than man. 
Michael the archangel delivered Satan over 
into the hands of God, that he might rebnbe 75 
him. And his conduct in this reſpect was pr 
per, and agreeable to thoſe ſcriptures, which 
enjoin us not to ſay, I will recompenſe:evil: 
122 hath done unto me: 
J will render unto. the man according to his 
P Prov. xXxiv. 29. but to vat an the : 
Lord. and he will fave ue” Prov. * . 
| | wrenches * which is zee r? 


3 W 1 
When any_oftead 1: us, we Wowi eee 1 
conſume them: Nov A Bin > 
ware, that it do not conſume ourſ 


of the. two ſinners deſerves molt to be ſinirten : 7 1 


is it he, who finned awhile,” or he vy 
fins now, by imprecating ſpeedy judgmen 
his enemy, contrary 0 30d's word ? who 
| hath injured thee? if it be a brother, forgive 
him: if it be an enemy, pray for him; for he 
knew not what he was doing. W Hat wanton _ 
_ and madneſs would it be in thee to hew 
4 Ves à dead ä a man W dead, 
| = I mean 17 


LEES... 
1 Wenn ? 'Wouldft thou proſecute him for any 
crime, who is out of his ſenſes? ſuch is ae | 
ce:efs perſon. He is never in his right 
mind. He doth himſelf abundantly more mi 
chief than he can do bag others. By "his at- . 
tenipts to flay thy aſs „ he Nays himſelf. - By 
tearing thy cloaths, hs mangles' his own body. 
By impairing thy tem poral life, he deſtroys his 
 6wn immortal ul. Such an object as this 
__ diferves} pity more than puniſnment Remem- 


ber the rer of / the® Saviour of the world 
= Father forgive therh for they boot not hat | 
the) y do.” Witt thod'ertter into à lalting con- 
with him, who hath the le or the 
— 2 85 Beware of catching one of his- diſ- 
aſes. © Tf he Hath' wronged thee} there/is no | 
EA To” F Ahouldeſt © 1 thyſelf, 
; | hae aul felt this ed and owned It. 
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1H I 8.ſctjptute.contains aa \ oh 
*; Ic affectionate. ,addreſs.;toithejt ' 
Jews, in Which the appſtle exhorts 
grow ig faith, and in N divine and 

mper: and ag the means, by Which, this 
g rowth is promoted and Perfected is the lizely 
preaching the. word of truth, he firs. Them uf 
to hunger and long for that word of C208, 1 whiz 


the faod and nouriſhment. 


1 at Nee their fete y which is ordained _ 
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aud devont the ſeed which bach been Jean 5 
to day: dn the! tablets of your} hearts, ev 0 even” 
as Jonah's ige gourd wirhered, eee 
morning roſe the next day! 12 ſome of” 
you however: may be differently d diſpbſed,? p* 
ſhall? conclude” the Whole With 5 few n 
rations füited tgyour! Rate, a8, being N, 
rqusꝰ of va” bleffingson'\the / Ve 4 of: Gans 
| *. may grow thereby! 7 1059} n. 
ee does in the kügtping de Took Fp ß 
unte ade Lot, and to er der ee, "2 
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going toe " ge. a "© l TD 71 Sf 
een, ak yourſeines from: che com- 
phy of the profane, von are en the 


road, If you: :\do-converſe with any, temem - 
ber; to commune together in the ſame; gra» 
cigus ſtrain as the two diſciples,, who were 
going t Emmaus; and you may then hope 
thar-the Lord Jeſus will not diſdain to make 
one; of: the company, and to 80 with voll. 
It i grievous to ſee; ſome men, While they 
approach God's houſe, Srnthening!: their me · 
mories and diſeompoſing their hearts with 
fruitleſs or filly: talk. Theſe, when they | 
come under the word) can reap no advan- 
m ſtom it: for no veſſel can contain 1 
than what Will fill it. And when, 
birih, you are aſſembled together + eiore | 
— Gods: follow the example of Zaccheus, welt, | 
hen he had came into the way 'through 
which? Jeſus Was to "paſs, and could? not ſee 
him; heeauſe the preſs was fo 44 mc 
£ he was ſo little of ftature, Luke Kine 25h 4 
_whs oath to return home difappointed: 


doecauſe a | the crov med vort von 
teur him, Be 922 4 Fee up into a ſy- 
eee Hor Alas h I'S few are aQua- 


h p 8 in eoming at a view. 555 the 
Sayiour! Moſt men think themſelves; very 
ae zn god chriſtians, af they are fund 

„ Wof the church, though 
5 er mert * el or W 
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(. N 
thoughts of meeting im; but probably fall 


elleep ltere or pen the greateſt part of tde 


time in ſtari 
return h | SI | 
had gotten Aber and had ſeen the Lord 
J eius Chriſt. But we may well or oe thoſe; 
who thus appear before God, and tread i 


ny and yawning: "Aﬀterthis they: 


courts,” ©*- who hath required this at your- 


hands? Bring no more ſuch vain abt 
ſuch incenſe is abomination unto the Lord. 
The new moons, the ſabbaths, and the” 


calling of aſſemblies he cannot away with; 35 b 


it is iniquity, even 8 ſolemn meeting, 
when performed in ſuch a manner as this, 


Ilaiah 1. 12, 13. Finally, after you have re- 
ceived the good ſeed from the mouth of mi- 


niſters, abſtain from the ſociety of lukewarm- 


formaliſts, leſt they quaſh the ſacred flame 


Which hath been kindled in your breaſts, by 
their lifeleſs-example, and have no fellowſhip 


with the children of the devil, leſt they ſow: 
_ tares among the wheat by their corrupt com- 
munications. And when you return to-your - _ 


reſpective houſes, call your families together, 
and implore God s bleſſing on what yo have” 
heard. It i is cuſtomary, you know, for peo 


ple to enquire of their children and ſervants, - : 


when they come home from a fair or -market, - 


what news they have heard. No do vou 


turn this cuſtom to a more ſacred uſe, and 
of them what they can recollect' of the "oe * 
buſineſs, in which they have been employ * 
and he * have We any im tove- 

enn T9091 ment 


merry and Joyful; as" if they 


EET; 


154 ) 
ment from it · . Nee 
. greleſs or drowſy, and tender 
ho e the Word. 


. with 7 -blefling- of the Almi 
you and your houſhold wiſe . 

dien. And may God, of 

ow, your graces through 1 ; Chi 
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2 till 22 gane and od aver: Where: | 


announced; not to e mane the World 
not to prinees who fat upon threnes, or to 


but to poor ſh s, who were © abiding' 


hat he might net only Kain be 
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prieſts who were uſually deſpiſers of grace 6.8 ; 
4 keeping watch over their = ; | 
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oe BE 
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op Wis” N bs not "EW digit -of. 
men. They generally keep the beſt things, 
that they may Preſent them to the kings and 
.queets of the earth; and the poor are put off 
With the refuſe, or with that which is not worth 
dhe acceptance of any body elſe. But Jefus 
CI, the peerleſs'pearl—® the riphteouineſs 


\ 3 


. Who looked down from heaven, and the truth 
Who f prang o out of the earth, was firſt made 
known io Perſons in the loweſt tation, to 
thew that no condition, be it ever ſo indigent, | 
zs below the notice of God. or a dar /againft 
_ haying a part in the Lo {Jeſus Chriſt + But 
"left the mean of the world ſhould claim an 
excluſive right to him, he was likewiſe mani- 
_ felted” to ie Wile men « of the eaſt,. who were 
Kings, as fore" imagin ine, and were — 
rich, as their valuable gifts imply: Achat F 
mig Ht. evidence, and'ilhſttart bis rea 
"ave all tanks, and dip 
race. Beautifully was he eden N | 
- 2 tree that was in the midſt of thegarden# Gen. 
= ii. 9. He is the center of grace, and diffuſes 
its inſtuence in every point of direction. R 
the tree of life in the new Jeruſalem is fal to 
© be in the midſt of the ſtreet; Rev. XXII. 2. 
that its leaves might beifor rhe healing ofthe - 
nations; ſo is Jeſus in the midſt of his church, 


ea may communieate himſelf to gentle 


5 oo im ). (nf and make them Alike 32 rfa kc | 
..of a divine 1 9 57 x: This cc confederation hould | 
unte alt ei n in 7 and . 


on defp e 
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deſpiſe the poor, and the poor ſhould not dit 
rage the rich. Neither the one nor the 

other can be ſaved, but through the merits of 

Jeſus Chriſt. Their outward ſtate makes no 

difference. It was to ſtrengthen the hands of 

the: ow. that the Lord of glory was bort of 
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8. viz, «6 4 a pair 85 turtle 1 or two 1 . 
-pigeons.” Learn hence that none, ought to 
ur contempt. upon others on account 'of 
their low deſcent, All ſpring from the fame 
_ "degenerate ſtock : and if you value yourſelyes 
on the ſcore of thoſe petty diſtinctions, Which 
3 prevail among men, our Lord will not counte- 
; on 128 in it, either by his word, or ex- 
| No, he often raiſeth up che poor 
| Fan: of the duſt, and lifteth the needy out of 
the dunghill; tbat he may ſet him with 
Princes, even with the princes of his people. 8 
Palm cxiii, 9, 8 He choſe David alſo bis 
ſervant, and took him from the ſheep-f6lds. 
He raiſed him ſrom the humble Annes of 
following the ewes, great with young, to feed 
24 pk bis people, and Ifrael his inheritance,” 
falm lexvili. 70,71. Let this abaſh the empty 
pride of this world, which Puffs up r many, as 
: 2 - were r of * N order to et 
| "I Ong 


. CES ; T 


4 55 0 


Feſt of mankind, or eyca gods in the! 1 on 
5 | 


vain itnapination. He, Who Was ſtiled the 
Eirpenter's fon, will ere long be their judge, 
and ſtrip them 0 their borrowed plumes. 
They n may think that their r money will ſupply 


. 9 their Wants, and procure them., every 


neceffaty conveniency : I but let them Know 


that money, yea, mountains ri bed, with, gold, 
and whole provinces inlaid wit | jewels, caunot 


redeem one foul. cr purchaſe, the leaſt fav gur 


from. an offended God. The bleffed 1 


hath done more for us, by bis, ee 
08. 


all the tre:ſures of a thoufand worlds oo 


9 
* 2 


He” hath, during his ſtate f dae ee 


"_ We bed us from our Uns in bis On Plot 
Roi it 18 rime, that 1 Would turn from * C 4 
fie D erds to the wite men of the eaſt, w 


are the Particular, fubhjects of the rarrative * 

7 manifeſtation, of 

our Lord to 'them bath. a, "more Tmmedate, . 

| ference to vs, than the other. | . The meg erds 

were Jews. Ibeſe wile men, wete 0 
I 


KTP 


my" text. And inde ed the 


 brethern, the Gentiles. M. ben they hag | hea! 
the king—who ? Iv by,. the men who ca 


from the Eaſt, even "the. Gentile rangers, 
who came to ſeek. Jeſus, - There was. a time” 
when the knowledge of the great fatvztion, 
that is in him, rea reached to but ver ry. few be! yond 
the frontiers of Judea, and the limits "oy the, 


Jewish nation. But pehold! 


mations in the text, that tbe partition.” * 10 
_begins't to mould away 5 and that the, 189! vl | 


* 2 . "+3 + Os: AT Tres * 5 SECS MLS &; 
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© 7 
- wall exte end from ſea to ſea, and Wks Tele to 
pole. We had an early promile 575 his in. 
_ creaſe of the 'Mefſhah's government in Gen, 
ix, 27. where it is ſaid—* God ſhall enlarge 
Japheth, and he ſhalt dwell in the tents of 
Shem.,” And to Abrabam it Was fo, erold, 
tat“ in his ſeed all the na: ĩons of the eartf 
mould be bleſſed. Jacob prophefied that unta 
Him, even unto Shiloh, ſhould tke athering 
of the people be.” Gen. xlix. 10. TRecalling 
of the Gentiles was adumbrated too by the 
law, by 5 and the tem ple. Was 
not the law given uf mouut Sinai in Ara- 
bia? Gal. iv. 25. In Arabia the land of the 
Gentifes; © to intimate, that the corenant. 
8 Which God made with his people, Was not 
limited to any particular ſpot. Was it it not 
elivered into the hands of Moſes ? And may 
not We elai n ſome affinity with him? Was 
not his wife the daughter of the prieſtl of Mi- 
dian, who was a genen? His spring there. 
fore were the children of 2 Gentile on one 
fide: Was not the tabernacle furniſh: d out 
of the ſpoils of Egypt? and the Egy en 
vou Know, were Gene Was not the Yep; de 
eiected on the threſhing floor of  # nin Fa 
the Jebuſſte, and conſequently” on Gentiſe 
ground? were not the materials for building 
if brought from the land of Hiram? Nays, 
was not Hiram himſelf the: chief architect 3 
And he was öne of the Geatile kings. His, — 
father was a man of Tyte?“ 1 Kings, vin. Fe ; 
| All theſe” inſtänecs dearly ew, „ that Gee 
"0 * 9 2 gare 


14.448 131 
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Rave very hin as Wente achich 
Was originally confined to the Jews, ſhould 
become che inheritance of the Gentiles alſo. 
Hut the wiſe · men were not only gentiles, but 
they abounded in wealth: and yet they came 
-agreat way in queſt of Jeſus. I heir wealth 
dlichnot, as is often the caſe, render them care- 
les, and inactive about the concerns of their 
fauls. - They were not intimidated by the 
length of the journey, and would yield to no 
_ repulſe till they ſaw. the infant Saviour. This 
ſfhould inſtruct us, that the wiſe and op e 
have as much need of Jeſus. Chriſty as as the 
ignorant and indigent. High and lowmuſt | 
de equally indebted to him for | ſalvation. 
Fhbere is no other name given among men, 
by Which they can be ſaved.“ - Pringesg-if 
they will enter into life, muſt go im at the 
{ame gate with their ſubjects. All —all muſt 
be alike ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, or periſn. The 
por ſhepherds came from the fields, and 
the wile: ac» 8K the eaſt; to -Pay their ho- 
mage to this friend of ſinners. Whatever 
therefore be your condition—be 22youin affluent, : 
_ or in narrow. circumſtances—be-you learned, 
on; go go, and ſearch ciligentlyfor 
Ius, and drive to lay hold on his righteouſs. - | 
n. fa and ſtrength, or you are undone for ever. 
Here the rich and poor meet together. Both 
mult have recourſe to the fame ſacrifice, as was 
typied under the law': Exodus Xxx. 15. 
* 1e it is Haid, ©the rio ſhall not give more, 
poor Ha act Sire ls. ben dee, 
| © | | mekel, 


4 


Locd, to make an we — tanls;” 
Half a fockel was the amount of che daily offer 
ing. Abere Were other olferiugs, in 
 Which/the rich Were bound to be more liberal, 
as they received mote than others.: but, the 
atoning ſacrifice admitted of neither increaſe, 
nor diminution. It was always the fame to 
all perſons: and it prefigured that Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the ſins of the 
world: John i. 29. even the Lamb, Which 
L Pointed to, and which Iſalah 
had in his eye, hen he ſaid 4. lend a lamb 
au the-rulec.” Iſaiah xvi. 1. No ſaoriſi ce: is 
ſo acceptable to the Ruler of the univerſe as 


well pleaſed, and in no other. Matt. ii. 1. 


bis own on. In him he harhdeclared-bimſelf = 


ke von exptt falvatjon.in-any other ,wayy.or =; 


by, apy. other -meays 3 know, and be aſſured, 
that you ſhall hear in the day of your diſtreſs, 
2 in the great judgment day, werds to this 
. go, and ery to the gods, Which vou 

5 brechen let them deliver yaw hg 8 0 


wioughe] 15, Jour on might, « your; As qs 
audi your g l wores, upon Mgr la cck 


"77 9L -utward: profeſſion, ad. old. form 
UfJ——FOur cabxebbed.righteguine is,{and: fig; 
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with the, bondage I”; — Tels hee: 
boy 15d of- his cate. For theſe he bath 
provided an l- ſuffcient- remedy e and on 
rheſe he will beſtow health, and complete ſal- 
vario. But, to reduoe my thoughts, on this. 
cCopious ſubjsct, into ſome regular method, 
I hall conſidet whence cke wiſe- men came 
Where they came the end of theit ooming-— 
their zeal and dilig nce in ſurmeunting "alt 
eficulries which day in their way the ſucteſs 
with which. the Lord was -pleaſed: 0 erown 
their laborious, and perſevering ; 
and che ſeaſon of their coming. "May the- 
holy Spirit impreſs what ſhall be adva on 
| our hearts, and be as a guide in our ſouls to 
5 bend us unto! Jeſus SHY $425 $455 iy git e 25 "If 
Hul let us dwell a little onthe place „ from 
hence the wiſemen tobk their Jobrbey. 5 
They came from the eaſt A ftom a very diſtant 
country rom a land that was afar off. TWG 
reaſons may be alngned for this. ff. They 
came from this remote ern ta ler «ſus; 
to ſhew that the. propt began to be ful- 
filled, which had forecols: *4thatthe: F nr es 
N e . Ls » light, and kings to the 


HY 1 F* ) SIR 

ond about, and? ſee; all they gather 5 
ſelves together, they come toithee hy fo ok 

| ſhall come from far, and rh daugliters that” 
be nutſed at thy fide. Iſaĩah IX. 3 4. Many” 
more texts might be produced te the ſame 
purpoſe; which ãnconteſtibly proves accord? 
ing to our Lord's declaratiom == that manx 
ſhatt come from the eaſt, and from the weff # 
atid: hall fir down with Abraham; Hance; and 
Jacob—and that peace was to be pre ched” o 
them, who were afar off; as well a8 to thoſe” 
who were nigh” Gentiles, as Well as Jews; 
Pete ſto be gathered — fold, * under one 
eee e M en 6 b y 
to rake plac 


God; Feetring "Were a . 
—— Fake: he „ere aas FO 
the-cornt lonwealth of Ifrael, into à Mare 
their privileges —and for making us, who 
were e ſtrangers to eee, bg | 
miſe, having no hope, Sed 
the world,“ partakers bf the rleh ie ng. 
che golßef! Glbry be to him, tlitzt it“ 
pleaſed him to break do 'rhe widdte Wäff of 75 
Partitio „ throws the blood” of Jeſus, and to | 
open a channel of communication, - Wen 
Mall never be gain dammeti up,” för "ne" "Few, * 
aud Greek, for bond, and free, to core unte 
him; that chey may receive” fir iy chald H Fag. 
through Taich in bie name! 2d. The Wie!“ 
e form 4 far cohHtfy te REE 
Feſos, bud each ran 
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or all our trouble. :To whatever, toil, or in · 


Lhe. ouch he bee od SF OTITIS t. | 


8 PD t though, he Wag. Ul ze waleft, of — TO | pb 
 more-dhould.ve.do,.and.,how much farther 


..' che Wald "Al of, God? SPY tis, en at 
have far the Lord of —— I hey wall nor 
<ome, from the next houſes to.ſeck his face. 
They mind. no diſt; 
Aten 8 but when cheir 10 are famjſhing, 


T Wagen $a e rice, rhey ill mot ſtir 


0 * * 
Take 00 much pains. tO come a the know - 
ledge, aud poſſeſſtion of Jeſus Chriſt. Though 
13 ſpend, and be ſpent in the ſearch 


5 it: mould coſt us many a, dd e. 3 


and tedieus Journey, and we ſhould. meet 
with many obſtacles by the Af yet if we 
Dan hut find Jeſus, and lay hold of him as our 
DSaxionr, we ſhall be more chan amply, repaid 


Copyenicncics.3ye may be put in the purſuit, if 


Chriſt be formed in our hea. The $8 # the; git 
bar gain that we ever made. 8 jueen 


5 cauſe the, came ye "the — U 
| n e earn chen wi om of | 
and hold! e olomon 
ee 31. If Ag 
Jo far to hear he 


mond re ee 206, Know- him, A 


ce, and regard no weather 
to market, When the Proviſions of the 
Y buſinęſs . 


& food. for tham, is | to, be bad, Mitko 


0. eh e {rok of 
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little compaſſion e e eee They 
haue long been deſtitute of the bread el, M 
and are not yet ſupplied; with it. Theyfate 
pining away, and will ſoon be paſt all hopes 
of recovery. Oh l ſuffer me to vent the 

anguith- of my ſpirit, and to intercede Wik 
you in their behalf. Let chem haves morſel 
of che heavenly manna, at leaſt once in the 
weck. If they wad why furl} ee 


| Jeſus Ohrid, while, poo * 3 
chriſtians,” will not go a few ſteps to meet a 
in — 1 — talce uf a 


————ů — — 
the Saviour of loſt, and petiſtüng fouls 
win E ha nth ſhew-h | 


ud a Jeſus? & 4 /V-OU1 png; | | 
Then look up, n more glo- 
rious than the wiſe· men beheld him at Bethle-" 
hem. Weſhew ſorth the Lord Jeſus to you! 
in the glaſs of the re te your bodily 
br but to your! taith - -not lying in the 
pr ying- en the mougt---410t! 

ding in the garden, or dying on the exols,!? 
but hug ianiclonded majeſty" on! b1s©Joftys 
throne above. Vo Rn.] chat 1 eg Ive 
— ns om, with 
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i( $66 )) | 
Jany.. beaurfol/ landſca es and pictures: 
You. could not ſee one of them, if chey were 
ll covered with a veil or curtain -but if the 
8 ſhould. be drawn aſide, you would 
en. view of their beauty, and ex- 
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N the 1 of this chapter, 4 3 
I apoſtle baving ſhewn that « God, = 
had communicated his will to the uch 1 
2 at ſundry times and in divers matiners, > bh 4 
hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken. unto us * 
his Son ;” goes on to deſcribe. the ſurp 
| excellencies. of this glorious perſona 1. 
2 appeared in human form. .* He is, Ih 1 
ſays: he, the heir of all things—the. FA — 
neſs. of the fathe glory, and the expreſs ; - 


image of his n.“ He then proves his . 


finite pre- 1 — nence above the bigheſt of the : 2 
angelic. hoſts from thoſe TB os which „ 
Jews, to whom he wrote 1 OED admitted: © - | 
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0 be of divine authority. 


5 


tde angels faid God at any. time, chou art 
Sen, this day have T begotten 1 thee, But 
Wo "We: on unte 


2 


. i Auity, 


? 
E 


5 


thee, co thy, mediatorial Office, With the oil 


a 7 in a dee ; di 
hey are anointed Wit 


3 Ae uſed in holy writ, as. in 


194 TY 333 
unto the Son, as their eternal King, he faith, ; 
thy throne, O God. Who art the eſſential Jeho- 
va, is for yer; and ever. A ſceptfè of 
ri gbtzouſneſs, is U a Y 


Wee of thy kingdom, 


Thou haſt the the. moſt 1ndilj uted title to reign, 5 


Thou "a oved righteou dels, and hated ini- 
| ierefore God, even thy God in cqye: 
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nagt; as che incarnate Savigui,. hath anomte 


of gladneſs, or. the moſt. immeaſurable fulneſs ; 
of f Y irit al gifts and | ces, above thy fellows, | 
erent from that i in bat 


brought chylelk ona level, in { 


_ aſſuming their nature.” " By the phraſe, © cc 8 
even thy God,” we are to underſtand .God 
+ . the Father, who anoints God the, Son.“ God 


and God, Lord and Lord, 5 are p 1056 fre” 
fam ex. 73 
Fe: The, Lord Aid unto my Lord? and in 
Gen. Aix, 24. The Ford: rained upon EY 
dom and Gommorrah' brimſtone and fire, 


| - from the Lord out of heaven.“ "By 16 bil“ is 8 
meant the holy ghol. © The tp frit of the 
Lord is ppon me, becauſe he "hath anointed. f 
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me to preach good tidi | 
werty of all mY N 


Ifaiah Ii 1. Such is the 
Sus es, that it is not eaſy to find words pro- 


. e tive of ſpiritual objects. Hence 


it is the: conſtant uſage of ſcripture to repre- 
ſent ſpiritual by material things, and to ex- [ 
T8 he” wonders of: God's love to marking,” 
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viſible: creation. For inſtance: the Holy 5 
SGhoſt and his influcyces are called riwers of 
4 water „the comforter—the' finger of Ge. 4 

the, earneſt of our. inheritance,” Dll my 


this? laſt is a very.proper emblem of the ſhijir 
for Vaficus reaſons. Oil will not eaſily mix, 

5 in corporate with other ingredients: : ſo the 
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the face. of the, Water. Oil ſopples that = 
Which is hardened and grown inflexible, ſo 


"doth the ſpirit ſoften ur cellous and ſtiff hearts. 


88 aflunges, wounds a nd ſores, and mitigates = 
heir raging pains: . fo doth the £ pirit heal our =_ 


8 of our awakened minds,; By la 
ſpirit, ſuch . AS... 0 | love; Joys." peace? e. Fo. ö 


1595 en ul counieraner 


* 36 65 L pn 4 ake 3. 


2. 
A 


Chet 5 700 have "= 


Yartly. anointed" with: t i ſime.up@ion-yea, | 


K 1 a 
1 \ 333 
* 1 —. F 
1 * 3 


| 0 1 . 
rw natures: : fo have the, members of. his 
Church in ſome degree As the infinite 


Jehovah, Be harh a . nature. Awake 

"0p Word, againſt, my ſhepherd, againſt. the 
matt ane is my „ faith che Lord 
f ofts.” wp" Kili. 7. As the Son of 
maß, 5 2 In 
28 ah Y bg nature—** foraſmuch. then 
8 the children Are p partakers of fleſh and blood, nl 

= alſo Hi afelf KH took” Patt of the 2 
Ses . . bl W aſtoniſhin 151 1 What. 8 


e e. i "3% 05 . 
e War e and hearts; This a 
Ses tog for us n en,” and for our, falyation. 
e Jefüs Bei "by "the "Fight händ of God 
ft ng teceived of the Father the = 
miſe 1 18 7 —— 

IF author oo "t6 ſhed hi m 5 48 updep 
pot us. Here Jer Us Y and won der 
and adore. | Blefſed be the 90 20 Father 4 
Hur Lord Jeſes Oat” WhO 0 beſtow 
| Him ſuch an overflowing meaſure of his ſpirit, 
chat be hath ſtill 4 -fündd in ſtore, out of whic A 
"de * may copiouſly fupply: his/ Ferns ds and fol- 
; *: Wers, According © to their . Wants. 
1 God, even - tk God; bath N thee. | 
E ith the oil of gladneſs. above thy fellows,” 
I difcon ſin; MT upon it theſe Words, 1 | 
— ! OURS 


Pe i aaa. i 555. RB Co rat} HV ” 
4. 2 pat 257 $44 , : . * 5 
1. 1 1 6 80 * A. 277 T1217, Tn 
E / 
- | — „ CES 1 . 


Redeemer of a loft world, 1 


2 - 
— — — * 
b | = 


— — 


” OW — ——_ _—_— er 


4 = 
1 —— woes nn * 8 — 22 
n — 7 —— — 3 
— —ͤ— - =_ = On CRE 
> OS 8 —— 


—ͤ—ä— — — — + 
— — = 


— 


TR 275 5 1 ital - 1 | 2 13 7 By hole · 


May our Hearts 1 ept ic me, 
5 
Fo fy 


Pp While expatlate On Fach, Lt 
_ we may A e 3 a, ble 


. 
— —— EV * 
— 2 ͤ——B 2 1 
> . 
——— —— 


7 . 5 8 71 0 6 | 19 | 


fs 43 1p: £54 . A 1 4 
1 8 ſe 8 y C 


or, 


| mieerneks 


. avdjnting 885 our Lo! d had, pet 
roefetenee to theſe three e en ; 5 te, 
75 He, who Was angintec under. bad 0 Ko” 
choſen, and ſet apart by Go for * ſemployt 5 
ment, to. Nie he Was appointe Wa 5 | 
the Lord Jeſus, as mediator, predeflinated by 15 
H&E determinate. council and; foreknowledp ©a. 
of God? to the weighty buſineſs of x Ic teemin 3 
and faping fnful man. File did net pk 
bimſelf i into; the office as a vſurper z. ; bet hu -. 
took it upon kim, according. 10 ihe, S erels, . 
parent. of. the. Father. A nd an 
_ 'taketh, or oug Sht to take, the honour of f'the, 
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of him to be contented. with Sur dot and u 
ulin our relpective ſtations. The reaſon why 


the people of God, hoſe conduct is: for ur 
in ſcripture, Were more 
ceſsful! in their undertskings than; we Are, 


* Hftructian recordec 


8 is. this': they; never undertook, any thing till 
they ſaw. their calling to it clear. 3 gf God 
ſaid, moreover unto Maes, thus ſhalt thou ſay ; 


Ante the children of Iirael.; the Lord God 01 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 


of Iaac, and, ine God f Jacob, hath ſent 
me unto you Exod. xiu. 15. David was 


aſſured that = God had made him the head 
of the heathen.“ Palm xviii. 43. Jeremiah 
ſpeaking of himſelf, declares—** as for me, I 


bave nat haſtened from being a paſtor to fol- 


; low thee,” 5 Jer. Xxvii. 16. q e Amos is mob 
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ſon; but I was an herdman, and. a gatherer 
of ſycamore. fruit. And the Lord took me, 
55 followed the: flock; and the Lord faid 
| d me go, propheſy. unto my. people Iſrael.” 
Amos vii. 44» 18. And this plain ſhepherd | 
Wag far more ſucceſsful in his miniſtry, than 
5 becauſe he had 


be dir ting cher how fig anified, 
14XThe ie perſons to be anointed had a e 


ſus * 5 


9 = ad ws Py thocd 1 AMS hi” 
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. Chriſt, that is, the Aach 5 The | 
5 gifts and graces of the ſpirit . were poured” 0. Gut 
upon him without e He was not a 
weak, OE A pen e, Herbal | 
the th equal to his va deſigns. i . 
in Maak iis, 7. . make me nôt a ruler of the 
people; for 1 in my houſe is neither bread? nor 


_cloathing,” It is highly requiſite that Princes ; 
a rich, bene if they are poor, "they 
Vill, inſtead of affifting, be onrinyally' | 5 

preſſing their ſubjects, and wreſting them out ' 


of che little which they poſſeſs.” But wie 
Jes Was not the caſe: för though he was 
1 n earth, and had not where to lay | 
: yet et the "fulneſs of * the'Godbead” 
delled in him bodily; and wðe, through bis 
povenry verty may be made rich. He was ae 40 = 
figed for his work. He bad every accog 
ment both human and divine, t coul Ne - ry 
wy him for tlie arduous taſt 'of Human re-. 
demption. Our hel Was hot jaid uf dne, 
5 wh 2 er Ic toil, or be IS — 


ae Arey es Vo in his'zea 1 
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ing to Een As pn f 
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a 1 Neil he aſcended il in trium LD jar 
- heaven, where he ever liveth to fave, to 
the ee Mop W 8 come unte God 85 


en 


2 omnipotent, 4040. Yy 1 out of Ig peo- 
Ple. Honey and milk are under his tongue, 


Aud his lips drop balm. His words are faith- 
_fulneſs and truth. Before him the powers of 
darkneſs flee abaſhed, and fig and deſtructi ion 
Are conquered | foes... Oh! What ſolid com- 
fort mould it yield every weak believer. to 
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To * that his Lord is able to accompliſh 
What he bath undertaken, and to 6nifh what 


He hath begun. It was the conſolation of The 
_Jeper that 15 could, xt he bs; th make 
him clean. Matt. viii. 2. Soul! thou haſt 
1 4 to deal with, who. is. worthy, of thy 
. His willingneſs to help, thee is as great 

his power; and both are infinite. Seeing 
5 15. Almighty, reſt on his. All "ſufficiency; 
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Jeſus bath the management of our Fo Ol 
and he can erffure it—becauſe he 1s, greater. 
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than all, and none can pluck us out of bis . = 
hands. Believer! hear, and underftand—aJl ũ 
thy enemies, which diſturb or diſtreſs thee,” — 
ſhall be deſtroyed every one. Jeſus N 
bruiſe then Thortly under thy 41 and „ 


place thee beyond the reach of their darts for. a? 
een F-: 

3. The perſons, ne. Under the N were 3 
ſet apart #6: any office, and judged qualifiee | 17 
to execute” it, were actually anointed with. i = 
material Ot.” ©: Samuel took a phial of oil, Fol 
and pouree it upon the "head of Saul. *h 
I Sam, N te © 'T he prophet poured 
| oil on the Meſs f bu. * IX. 6. 
But the chief captain of '6ur Cre? "it = 
not anointed with material oil,” but ith. be „ 
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| PE T his. is the true dil, which ſoftens 
the heart of ſtone, and renders it ſuſceptible of 
diyine impreſſions. A little of this gil will 
make the key to turn in the old and ruſty 
_ > docks; When this oil. is * on our ſleepy 


conſciences,, it Will rouſe and quicken 1 us to 

- be, *+. feryent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” 
There will be no need to drive away the birds 
from the ſacrifice; becauſe it will be, in it- 
ſelf fo. hot, that no bird, though it Would 


come from hell, will bear to touch it. Of 


Sampſon it is ſaid, Judges xiv. 6. © that when 
the Fpirir of the Lord came mightily upon 
him, he performed eat and valiant ex- 
' plants... 7 tet of the e es we read, Acts ii. 
3. that when © the Gier a appeared unto them, 
like cloven tongues, as of fire, and fat upon | 
each of them, "They . were inſtantly capable 
of proclaiming the wonderful works of God 
in mapy languages. When the ſpirit of 
God deſcended upon Saul, even he, to the | 
_ great aſtoniſhment of all who heard him, pro- 
pheſied. © 1 Sam; xix. 23. Ye: flow-paced 
be who. can neither bear the heat, nor al- 
- her eſcape it, beg of God to give you 
- ſome of the efficacious influence of his ſpirit, 
and your fouls, .**. befort/dver you are aware, 
- ſhall be made like the chariots of Aminadab.“ 
Cant. vi. 12. This oil E the heart far 
beter than any thing elſe beneath | he xy. 
X wording may rejoice in bis gains, and 
+ libertine may exult in his ſenſual delights : 7 
ant the Pleaſures of both are 1 1 f 
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and have tra . fling. that attends. them: 
But he, who receives a drop of this oil, 
rejoices : in the love and favour of God 1 


with à joy, that never palls” or, debays, - 
but is ever: freſh aud | rowiny — Tx urs e 


pt 


| gesteckt to their Peet wiſh.” e ö 
The eimuch, when he had taſted of this oil, 
« went on his way rejoicing,” Acts viii. 39. 
The city of Samaria, when the word cane to 
it in the demonſtration of the Spirit, P was Bl 
glad.” Paul and Silas, having partaken richly = 
of this oil of ladneſs,. “ ſang: praiſes” "unto. 
SGôoͤd at midnight, in a dungeon. Come ye 
wretched ſelf deceivers, Who ſeek. pleaſure _— 
there it is not to be found—who are aletr - 
and gay in a tavern, but drowſy and quite out 
of your element in a church come and take 
\ . freely of this oil, that your hearts may be 
renewed by it, and the tenour of your whole 
lives changed. You will then know! What 
real gladneſs is, and taſte. more ſolid comfort - 
in an hour, than you have yet experienced in ' il 
* To hs whole lives. Impart O God unto every 
ſoul in th y preſence a little reliſh of TOI 14 * 
—=Our" next 1 27 s = 125 . 
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with oil: and two of theſe offices ſometimes 
centered'in one perſon. | Melchiſedec was both 
prieſt and king. David was a prophet and 
king. Jeremiah was a prieft and prophet. 
But Jeſus was inveſted with all the three . X 
God anointed him with the oil of glad- _ 
neſs above his fellows—not only that he might 


in all things have the pre- eminence, but that 


every grace being centered in him, it might 
through him be diſpenſed for the uſe and 
benefit of his people. He was anointed with 
the oil of gladneſs, that he might be a prophet 
to teach us the will of his father — a prieſt to 
atone and intercede for us, and a king to rule 
over us, and to protect us. 
1. He is a prophet to inſtruct us. This 
was early foretold of bim as Peter obſerves, 
Acts iii. 22. For Moſes truly ſaid unto the 
father's, a prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
rate up unto you of your brethren, like unto 
me; him ſhall you hear in all things, whatſo- 


ever he ſhall fay unto you.“ The woman of 


- Samaria likewiſe ſaid in the courſe of her con- 
verſation with Jeſus, © Sir, I perceive that 
hols art a proyhet.” Other prophets only 
taught a part of the will of God: but he hath 
declared unto us his whole counſel, and for 


cis reaſon heisJuſtly ſtiled Uthe “ great p 92 5 
phbet“ of his church. Luke vii. 16. All the 


ptophets who went before, and followed after 

- him, were but inferior Tights, and received all 
their luſtre from 5 7 He was © the great 
light.“ Matt. iv. 15. A ſmall candle will 
* a” chamber, 50 a torch will diffuſe 


ſore 


- — 
* — 4 - 
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ſome lenz of light through a whole ftreet: 
but what are both, when compared with the 
light of the ſun? So the light of former. diſs 
penſations was but like 1 5 twinklingi of a 
ſtar, in compariſon with the full blaze off this 35 
ſun of righteouſneſ:. Jeſus is the true light 
which maketh all things manifeſt, He is a 
prophet, mighty in word and in deed, : Hear i 
him therefore, and attend to his heavenly in- 
ſtructions. _ Beit your ſtudy to treaſure them 


vp in your hearts, ſince you are forewarned 


that * the ſoul, which will not hear him, 
hall be deſtroy ed from among the people.” 
Acts iii. 23. "And indeed what elſe can you 
expect ? For, © if the word ſpoken by angels 
or ſubordinate miniſters, was ſtedfaſt, and 
every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received 


a juſt recompence of reward; how ſhall qu 
_ eſcape, if you neglect that great falvation, 


Which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the 


Lord?“ Heb. ii. 2, 3. In what a irikjng =_ 


view doth. that paſſage Matt. xxi. 37. place 
the tender mercies of our Go! ? After the 
Jews had Killed his ſervants, and ſtoned them 


whom. he had ſent unto them, | he ſaith, FF AM 


will ſend unto them-my Son, they will 01068 | 


ence him,” My foul! be melted at the ſucet _ 


endearing e 3:6 and inſtead of murthering 


; the heir alſo, as 5 they. did, hearken to his we- 


lo lious voice, which gently w hiſpers within 
th. e this is the way, Walken , 


2. Jeſus was anointed that he mipht be: the — 


I yu on wi people. „The Lord bath ſworn 
” - 82 e 
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10 will not repent- thou art a prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchizedec.” Pſalm cx. 4. 
In the diſcharge of this office his firſt wor Was 
to make atonement for fin, and to reconcile 
God to man. As under the law, when any 
One ſinned, he was to bring an offering to the 
* and the prieſt was bound to offer it for 
im; ſo when we have ſinned againſt heaven, 
our fin. cannot be expiated but by the ſacrifice, 
which: Jeſus, once offered for ſinners. There 
remaineth now no other ſacrifice for ſin, nor 
is any other neceſſary. By one offering he 
2 perfected for ever, ——— who are ſancti- 
fied.” Heb. x..14. Wide indeed is the differ- 
ener between, our high prieſt, and the prieſts 
"of old. They een, with the blood of beaſts, 
5 which had no value in itſelf, but only as it 
was typical of bim: but He, the grand anti - 
type, offered his own blood as an expiatorß 
flacrifice. They would not part with one drop 
of their blocd for the beſt of the people: but 
be ſhed. the blood of his heart for the vileſt 
. of his ſervants. Another branch of the prieſts 
_ office was to make interceſſion. And oh ! how 
well qualified is our Jeſus: for this work! He 
ever liveth to intercede for us. We have 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
gbteous. 1 John ii. 1. But why is he thus 
charaGerized>—"Feſu: Chrift the righteous # ?. To 
ſhew that he is true to his promiſe, and now 
actually performing the office of an advocate. 
Many take upon them a truſt, which they do 
a N And enter into ich. 
| „ Mie 


LEY 


. 


— 


e 

which they never fulfill Why ? Hecauſe thr.” 
are not righteous. Why Go magiſtrates con- 
nive at wiekedneſs, and be ar the ſword of 
God in vain? becauſe they - are not righteous. 
Why are miniſters remiſs in Preaching the 
goſpel, or not inſtant in ſeaſon and out's ew 

ſon in warning, admoniſhing and 0 0 
their flocks, according to the apoſtolie rule 


hecauſe they are unrigliteous. But our inter- 


ceſſor is Jeſus-Chriſt the righteous :/ and there- 
fore-we may depend upon his performing the 
Bec, which he hath undertaken.” He took 
upon him our nature, that he might have 
fellow⸗ feeling of our infirmitiess. and you 
know, that even the beaſts of the earth are, 
in the main; tender to their own nature, 7 
ferocious ſoever they may be to others. 239 
bear will not eafily be robbed of het young, 


— 


but will tear to pieces him, who. attempts | 


ir, if the can. © Well, no inſtin&; be it ever 


o ſtrong, Will admit ef 9 compariſon with 


that ardour of affection, which the Eord „ 
hath for his ranſomed children. He will nor 
loſe one of them. I hey are members of Bis 
oben body, and as ſueh he watches over. them 
with the fondeſt care. Oh! What tortutes 
would you not undergo,: rather than ſubmit tp 
Hape a leg or an arm cut off? And ean it B& 
poſed that you would do more for yr 
iche 8, than the Son of God Will do for 
his? Hold, man! it Would be blaſphemy to 
harbour duch. a thought. His ſenfibility is 
ö ee Parallel. I here is not à pang that 
, --S9 | Slistes 


* 
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Is "OY but what coſt Mi heart a 
groan. Fle is perfectly acquainted with tbe 
nature of thy every temptarion; for, though 
he was without fin, yet he was tempted in all 
things, as thou art. Art thou tempted to 
deny the providence of God? ſo was he. Art 
thou tempted to ſelf murther? ſo was he. 
Art thou tempted to look upon the vanities of 
the world, as thy portion? fo was he. Art 
thou: tempted to idolatry, or to give that room 


nin thy affections to any created. perſon, or 


thing which is due only to God? ſo was he 
to worſhip the very devil bimſelf. Matt. xliii. 
To. From the manger to the croſs he was a man 
of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief. And 
though he i is now exalted to the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high, yet he bath {till his eyes 
upon his people, and his cars are ever open to 
their complaints. He, the glorious head in 
heaven, ſympathizes with his weary and 
proces: feet on earth; and cries out, when- 
ever their trials become mere ſanguine than 
ordinary — Saul! Saul! why perſecuteſt 


thou me?” Acts 1 ix. 55 But this leads me to 


3 e 
3. His kingly es That he is the — 
of his church there can be nd doubt, if we duly 
weigh the following ſcriptures. I have ſet 
my king upon my holy hill of Zion.“ 
Palm ii. 6. Behold!? — king cometh.” 
Zech. ix. 9. And the angel was very explicit 
| on this point, when he made this declaration 
1 8 . he was yet * * | 
1 the 


2 


'H 


15 
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oh - He ſhall be: great, and ſhall bs: 
calle the Son of the higheſt; and the Eord 
God ſhall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he ſhall reign over the 
houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there ſhall be no end.“ Luke i. 32, 33. 
Indeed he is not a temporal prince. His do- 
mimon is over ſouls-. When e people abt 
mate iim King, he eluded their intention, and 
5 departed: into a mountain himſelf alone.“ 
John vi. 15. His kingdom was not to be“ 
like the kingdoms of chis world. Ia theſe 
there muſt be ſubjects before there can be a 
ſovereign: but in the kingdom of Jeſus it is 
not ſo. There the king chooſes his people, 

and not the people their king. He hath not 

one . but aer 18 Wege by Lee out 


fach * * 3 ee waren; this ry — 
them alſo: I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear 
my voice, and there ſhall be one fold and one 
| ſhepherd.” John x. 16. What a ſtrange infa- 
tuation is this in the ſheep, that they will not 
come to feed on green paſtures, until they are 
qriven I If there were a kingdom any where 
upon earth, abounding"1 in weal, and all tem- 
porary couveniencies, in which men might 
live without tax or tribute, and free ſrom all 
oppreſſion and injuſtice: h would not pres 
into it with main force and might? Wellß the 
kingdom of Chriſt is fulb of- e 
a . to Lie ind g 


* 
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is tb in every privilege, that e ean make life 
comfortable, and death triumphant : yet the 
Lord ſometimes waits twenty or thirty years 


before he can prevail with many to enter into 
it. So gteat is his tenderneſs, compaſſion, 


5 Sai long” ſuffering towards our fallen race !— 
Hough he finds us faſt afleep, and like Peter, 


bound with Chains, yet he comes, and ſmites 


us, not on dur fide, but on our conſciences ; 
leads us through the iron gates or thouſands of 
dangers, and never reſts till he hath brought 
us into the city —-Which is hig own eternal 


kingdom. © Again, Jeſus is a king, who con- 


ſults the good of his church. The difference 


between a king and a tyrant, according to 


Ariftotle, confitts 4 in this: the former ſeeks the 
happineſs of his ſubjects, and tlie latter ſeeks 


kis own. The eleventh chapter of Iſaiah is 


but one continued eulogium on the bleſſedneſs 
of Chrſſt's kin gdom. And! in Pfalm Ixxii. 12. 
e are bully: informed that & he hall 

deliver the needy, when he erieth—the poor 


alſo, and him who hath no . 


MWWe are often apt to thiok, n matters 


re going quite contrary to the intereſt of his 


N church; but ſo long as he reigneth, we may 
ſeet our hearts at eaſe, mary aſſure ourſelves : 
: _ 225 things ſhall work together for its 
In a clock there are Keveral wheels, 
þ ego run counter to one another; Tome 
move lowly,” and others 'whirl tout: with 
great velocity: yet all unite in keeping the 
Keel in motion, and contribute their hare 
; | to 


aA 
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to make it a true index of the flight 1 time. 
So is every event, however oppoſite it may 
ſeem, diſpoſed by the ſecret, impelling hand 
of God, to promote his glory, and to further 
the ſalvation of his choſen. In Matt, viii. 23. 
we read of a wonderful diſpenſation, which 
corroborates this trutb. When our, Lord 
_ was entered i into a ſhip, his diſciples follow ed 
him. And behold ! there aroſe a great tem- 
"peſt in the ſea, inſomuch that the ſhip was 
© C:.vered, with the waves: but he was afleep, _ 
and diſcoyered no anxiety about their preſer-" | 
vation.“ What then? were they all .drowns 
cd? no. But when he awoke, he diſpel ed 
all their fears, and brightened their under: 
ſtandings more than ever, ſo that they mar» 
velled, and faid—'* what manner of man is 
this, that even the winds and. the ſea'obey 
him?“ Jacob, ſaid in his fright—* Joſeph Ro 
is not, and Simeon is not; and you will © 
take Benjamin away : all theſe things are . 
gainſt me,” Gen. xlii. 36. No, no, old =— 
Jacob! all theſe things are for thee; for 
though thou art ſo far advanced in years: | 
yer thou ſhalt, on this fide of the grave, te 
favoured with a more heart-reviving fight. of. 
thy children than ever. Once more, Jeſus is 
a king that protects, and fights for his ſub - 
5 7 ſword vpon, thy thigh, | 
O moſt mighty. » Pfalm xlv. 3. In the zer 4 
velation he 1s deſcribed as, J eloathed with —_— 
a veſture dipped in blood.“ Angels, among 
; chr are. amazed at this dreſs, and aſk * * who 
. 


| #14. ) 
is 1 this with wa” garmeats ? port Believers | he 
weats theſe garments on your account. When 
you take your reſt, he fights for you. When 
you's: are mournivg over your fins, he is con- 
quering principalities on your behalf. Hear, 
for your comfort, what he ſaith to the Flrael 
of Goc, and to you among others.. Fear 
you not: ſtand ſtill, and fee the ſalvation of 
the Lord, which he will ſhew you to day: 
for, the E yptians, whom you have ſeen to 
day, you ſhall ſee again no more for ever. 
The Lord hall fght for you.” Exod | xiv. 
13, 14: "Obſerve, he not only fights | with 
_ You, but for you. When you are inactive, 
Be is buſy, when you are ready to deſpond, 
- be appears on your fide with an out ſtretched 
arm. © Hold you therefore your. peace.” 
But as this confideration affords comfort to 
the godly, ſo it ſhould ſtrike terror into the 
hearts of the ungodly. The blows, which 6 
they aim at his people, he takes upon him- 
ſelf, and reſents them accordingly. If thou 
0 wan, an enemy unto him. and af. 
fflicteſt bim in his members, he Hghts againit 


5 thee. If thou doſt from time to time reſiſt 
his will, and wilt not have him to reign 


over thee; thou ſhall ſudtlehly. 'be deſtroy ed, 
and that without remedy. When the work 
ets of iniquity hear that this King ſweetly 

conſtrains all, who. own n and feel his fway, 
not to profarie his name, or ſabbaths not to 


commit murther, or adultefy-not to ſteal, 


| or o much as to covet other men” s goods; 
EP 1 but - 
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but to labour for their own living, and to 1 9 
their duty in that ſtate to Which he hath | 
been, pleaſed to call them; they ex Utingly 
cry out—* let us break his bands aſunder, 
and caſt away his cords from us.“ 1 ele io 
they mall rue for it in the end. WI n.the ey. 
come tu reap the fruit of their oN n dingy, 
they ſhall find it to be bitter indeed, Oh! 
that, they - could be brought” to Own, in the 
Apis of the Eg yptians, of old Jeſus, 
the King of Sion, s againſt, us: let us flees. 
for we thall not 1 let us bow. the nee 
1 the ſceptre of his grace, leſt *e- be con- 

' ſumed in the midſt of our Ins, 46 SALE 

'It remains now that 1 conclude, the whole a 

0 With a few ſuitable inferences. And % 
bath God anointed the man Chriſt Jeſus With | 

the oil of gladneſs, and filled him with all the = 
fulneſs of the Godhead? Then. is he. very; F 

God, and very man in one perſon. In him 
God tabernacled. among men. The Fei 

anoints the Son with the oil of gladnels,, - 

| which is the Holy Spirit. When we through, 
fin were out of , favour with God, he. took: 
upon him our nature, that he might recon- 
cile us unto himſelf, and now, by his ſpirit, 
be applies that reconciliation to, our ſouls... 
Behold ! here are three Perſons, 1 in one God. 4 
For, though, in this wonderful Ae 1 2 | 
ſation, of grace, he appears under threes. 
different characters, yet ſtill it is the ſame .- 
(God, rieb in mercy to his Offending ions 

tures. | That. this is the doctrine of . 1 

„ | b " OY; ED 
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ture no man can deny, if "he reads it with 
a Uoprejudiced mind. There all nations 


_ are. commanded to be * baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt.” Matt. xxviii.' 19. There 


we are told, that (“the Holy Ghoſt made fone 


to be overſeers, that they might feed the church 
of God, which be had purchaſed with His oron 
blood. » Ads xx. 28. And not to multi- 
ply texts, that the Comforter, or the Holy 


Ghoſt, to whom the Father would ſend in the 
name of this redezming God, would teach 


the diſciples all things, and bring all the 
_ things, to remembrance, which he had faid 
unto them.“ John xiv. 26. In this whole 


economy, the one ſupreme Godis repreſented 4 
by three different operations, which can no 
more be ſeperated from the divine eſſence, 
than heat, light, and air can be ſeperated 
from fire, or than the light of three can- 
Ales can be divided, whoſe rays are ſo ſplen · 


did together, that they emit but one flame. 


This is one of the deep myſteries of the goſ- 


pd which infinitely tranſcends hum an com- 


prehenſion; and can only be received by 


faith, on the credit of the eternal I am, who 
hath revealed it. But here Turks and Infi- 
dels may be apt to alk us what great ad- 


 _ vantage can you derive from maintaining that 

there ate three perſons in one Jehovah?“ 
We anſwer; our ſal vation is ſo cloſely con- 

: nected with. the belief of it, that, on ſcrip- 


| _ Principles, it is nl unattaindble with- 


& 85 8 / & out. 
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out it. We bad RAS the fallen 
angels, were alienated from fu, life of God, 126 
Being in this ſtate, it was ablolutely neceſ- 
ſary that one of infinite merit ſhould mak: 
atonement for us, before God could, eonſiſt. 
ently with the rights of his moral govern» : 
ment, and the honour of his attributes, be 
reconciled: unto us; and that this atonement 
ſhould be applied to our fouls, before WS. 
would-be. reconciled unto him. Is it not there- 
fore a matter of great conſequence to main: 
tain this eſſential doctrine, ſince ou eternal 
ſalvation ſtands or falls with it? muſt we not 
infift upon this grand peculiarity of the chriſe 
tian 3 ſince it is the foundation of all 
our hopes? Let the ſceptic then, Who al- 
moſt doubts his own exiſtence, ſneer at our 
credulity ; and let Mahometan ſophs triumph 
in the notion. of their. ſuperior knowledge. 
We will,. undiſmay ed by ſcorn or the imputa- 
tion of ignorance, ſimply adhere to the doe- 
trines of the Bible, and not attempt to be 
- wiſe above hat is written. A day will ſoon 


arrive, in Which every myſtery ſhall be cleared | 0 


up, and then it will be univerſally Known, 


who are miſtaxen. In the mean time, let is, 2 


my believing friends, improve this doctrine to 
the allaying. of every aſperity in gur temper, 
even towards thoſe who differ wideſt from us 
in ſentiments, Hath God the Fathet anointed 
God the. Son with the Holy Ghoſt, chat he 


might make us u ho were enemies, 4 8 —— 1 


„ he OMe” 1 us near, Wha | 
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ones Mb Wbt others, Say Sa cara to 
us Happineſs!'both- now and for ever? Then let 
us labour to be as much like this triune God 
as We can; While we militate in this world of 
ungodlineſs. Let us endeavour to do good 
vnto all men; that we may approve. ourſelves 
the children of , our. Father, who is in hea- 
ven, for he maketh the ſun to riſe on the evil, 
and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt,” Matt. v. 45. Nothing 5 
can make us reſemble God more than having 
grace to love our enemies to bleſs them 
who curſe us, and to do good unto them who 
hate us“ Elijah made a trench about the 
altar: chem the Se of the Lord fell and licked 
up the water that was in the trench. Now, 
every elementary fire would only have con- 
ſumed the ſacriſice and the wood: but this, 
becauſe it was a fire from heaven, licked vp 
that water, which would have extinguiſhed 
- every other fife. So human virtues may be 
Kind and beneficial to friends and relations; 
but nothing but the graces of the Spirit can 
render us loving and tender hearted to our 
enemies. David, thou gh be. knew that Saul 
_ thirſted after his e yet ſpared his life, 
when the Lord had delivered: him into his 
hands This, ſaith Chryſoſtom, gere- 
dsunded more to his honocur, than all his 
Vvictöries over the Philiſtines.” - Why becauſe 
in them he only ſhewed himſelf to be the ex; 
eellent cemmandur, and the intrepid Hero. 5 
* in * 0 * Saul be proved 


| N _ 
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himſelf to be a holy , righteous and merciful "be 
man. But ought we not to manifeſt our 
chief regard to the houſehold of faith? This 
muſt be determined according to the neceſſity _ 
of the cafe. If an enemy be in greater ditfels | 
than a friend, or requires more immediate 
aſſiſtance, we are not to heſitate a moment, 
but to relieve the enemy firſt. If à tender- 
mother, who was ſitting near the bed of her 
ſick child, and watching his every Srean, 
was to hear that one of her cattle was in dan- 
ger of drowning, and could not be ſaved 
without her help; would ſhe not leave the. 
child for a few minutes, and haſten to fave 
the dealt? et us go and do likewiſe. That 
a "who prefers mercy before ſacrifice, 
189 wilt [diſpenſe with his own worſhip, While 
1 heep, that is fallen! into a. * is lifted = 
out.“ Matt. xii. 11: 13. 5am. 
© © Secondly, hath [the Wa e the 
Son with tes oil of gladneſs for the uſe and 
benefit of his fellows? Fhen how great is 
| * their privilege who are entitled to this high -. 
and diſtinguiſhing appellation. They partake 
of his graces, and are called after — name. 9 
. And the diſciples were calldd chriſtians. - | 
Acts zi. 26. What doth that -1 imply 2. That „ 
they too were anointed. They took their 
name from Chriſt, and through him were 
Aa nointed. He was hot anointed on his w§n | 
account, but as the head of his; people, As 
the precious ointment, Which vas: paured 15 
N TIEN © thete. 
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et went down to the ſkirts of his rments : 
off, with” which he Lord eſus was 
d, deſcerided „and is ſtill deſcending 
| him on the meaneſt of his membets. 
May it therefore be our happineſs to be ſo 
dec bye Vital faich ro Chriſt our living head, 


lied: after his name, but be real partakers 
of His graces! May the oil of gladneſs diſtil 
from him drop by drop, into ba ſouls, toll 
having received out of is fulveſs, grace u 
. grace, they are diſtended to the full N of 
their capacity, and filled to the brim 
Laſtly, ſeeing the Father hath anvintec the 
Bon, We ought like wiſe to anoint him. But 
hour can ſinners anoint the King of glory.” 
Tn'various ways. They may anoint his feet 
With tears, his head with love, and his body 
yo zvith brotherly Kindneſs. The woman, who 
For finner,, wathed his fact with. tears, and 


vii. 2 8 The holy Spirit always melts thoſe 
1 it "HY of penitence, whom he condeſends to 
exalt into the happy number of Chriſt's fel - 
Lore. Before hondour is humility. Tears are 
of more value in the ſight of God, Than any 
dintment that the apothecar can re. . 
Some have ſtiled Wen eat M ang 1 
but as Luther obſerves, they are a ur bono. 
ye Mankind ha ve tears to ſhed for the loſs of 
e >thovg gh they ſhould be as lean” as 
 _*Pharavh's s kine=—burro 3 3 like | 


that we, being his fellows, may not only be 5 


Ache bes ber end TH. 1 


4. 
» 


% 


\ 


TO TDI 


great com plaints againſt Fat times, ben dee, 50 


or very little againſt hard hearts. Oh !. | what 
a moltitudes are there among us, whoſe hearts, 
like Gideon's fleece, are diy; or like ;the 
mountains of Gilboa, bave neither rain nor 
dew upon them? Alas! 4 hath. 7 Jeſus Chriſt. 
died for the ſins of zee and wilt thou not 
i MED for th y own? Nay, what is, fill AE, 
W hardened w retch, take pleaſur 
in thoſe fins, which pailed him to the 9 — 7. 
and ignominious tree? Oh! it is a metancholy = 
ſight, as Theophila&t/« once obſerved, to ſes a 
ſinner going down to hell laughing. „In this 
reſpect I may: venture to pronounce bim, 
worſe than the very devils themſelves: for 
however they may delight | in ſin, they cannot 
be merry with it. Be afflicted tl erefore, 
ye priſoners of hope, and mourn and Weep. 


Let your laughter be turned to mourning, and 


your joy to heavineſs. Humble yourſelves in 
the fight « of the Lord, that he may lift you. 
up.“ James iv. 9, 10. To the tears, which 
you ſhed for the diſtreſſes of your bodies, and 

. the untowardneſs of the times, may ſome. be 

added for the fins of your ſouls. Some muſt de 
wrung from you on this ſcore, before ou can 
be anointed with the oil of gladneſs. The fim- 
pering Antinomian, who, With the Philiſtir 


| of old, „ ſtops his wells, and: fills them with 


earth; or, who. having the wounds of the 
Lamb continually | in his, mouth, bath une 


been. himſelf wounded in, hearts, ma 
"mp Grits: Bur it 18 not ſo,” , Ks me 
= by 3 5 eee 


1 


0 2225 | 
waer of. the; crucified Jaan, whales: own . 


Words ate theſe: blefſed are they who 
mourn, for they. 1 mall be. comforted.” 
Matt, v. 4. It is che doctrine, Which his 
apoſtles. preached, ,, Mark vi. 12. And who- 
eier it, nen the ſpirit af grace, 
| faith, th y hall look upon him 
| Ke ag they 6 — een and mourn ſor him 
Ag 0pe;moproeth for his only ſon, and ſhall be 
in bitterneſs ſor bim, as one Who is in bitter. 
i n for is firſt born.“ Zech. xii. 10. Buſe- 
biys informs us, that there was au altar at 
Athens, upon which teats were the only ſacri- 
fe that Was offered. This intimates, that 
| The, heathens had a notion that tears could 
Aſſuage the fury of their angry gods. And a 
5 Criminal is acxuated by the ſame notion, wen 
- bathed in tears, he tries to make ſome favour- OT 
able im preſſions upon his judge. But we do 
not conſider tears in this light; for, though 
We maintain, that tears, When they ſpring 
from a beoken ſPirit and a contrite heart, are 
e Evigences of the. ſpirit's actual operation on our 
ſouls ; vet we do not think that we can by 
them vert the wrath. of God or move him to 
compaſſion. No, our mourning: is no fur- 
cet deceffary chan ag ir is a prof of our being 
© convinced. of ſin. The valley of Achor is the 
dot ot hope , Jacob. wept and prevailed.“ 
e 4. Lk tears were not precious, „the 
To 1 0 t them into his bottle.” 1 


aim. xi. 8. 2 4 xhup therefore anointed our 


A & 
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3 OP oY 2 | „ 
 anvint his head with the dil of n ty and 
love/unfeigned, When he hath ſpoken peace 
to our conſeiences, we muſt, ha ng'mnch 
18, ve him much.“ Love is the 


forgiven us, 
fulfilling of the whole Jaw, Love is the | 
richeſt; pearl khat can be beſtowed upon vs, 


andi the ſweeteſt grace that we can poſſeſs.” 
Oh I bleſſed is the man, who feels it ebe 
in his boſom. We ſhould be always readyts 
love that, Which is moſt deſerving of. 42 
eſteem; and who, or what but the Lord — 
can lay claim to this title? The bang angels, 
who: have enjoyed his bliſsful preſence for 
thouſands of years in heaven, anner Fully _ 
tell how precious he is, £6 Who is, or "ought to 
be the deſire of all nations.“ We may love” 
' other perſons and things to exceſs; but there 
is no danger of loving him to exceſs, hf 8 
is the anointed of the Father. Maiy toy = 
him much ;“ but not too much. Angels can- 
not love him according to his Bows ohh The 
church, in the Canticles, after he had re- 
counted many of his excellencies; found her- 
ſelf utterly unable to do juſtioe to them pr i = 
and was forced to CONtent herſelf with this brief 1 
ſummary of them“ yea, he is altbgether 1 3 
lovely. The more we ſpeak of him, rhe more 
we ſhall have to ſpeak. He is the Saviour * 
men, and the preſerver of angels. 0 then 1 I 
let us love him wich all our hearts, and Wirk 9 
all our ſtrength, Solemen fach- Man, 9 
daughters have done vistuguily:??. but 1 wilt” #1 I 
Lay uf love. thou excelleſt them All.“ L. f | 
. is campared i in Ga e dialect to the bet 
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[bing of every kind. Loveis the Te union 
"between the ſacred three. Nay, God is love.” 


1 1 John i iv. 8. Amidſt the glorious hoſt of heaven, 


the Seraphim, according to the judgment of 
ſome divines, are of the higheſt order: and a Se- 


.raph' fignihies, in the original, a flame of love. 


any have tortured their brains to find out 


"the philoſopher's ſtone,” which is fuppoſed to 


change every thing that it touches, into gold. 


_They have ſearched for it in the fuſion of va- 
rious metals, but their ſearch is all in yain. 
; It is neither to be found in any mineral, or in 
_ a combination of all the minerals, which are 


lodged in the bowelsvf the earth. Ir 5 is love, 


and flows from God alone. This is the true 
_ lapts philoſophicus, which turns whatever it 


touches into that, which is far better than 


gold. May this love be ſhed abroad abun- 
_ dantly i in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, that 
it may transform us into the divine likeneſs ! - 


May it ſet all the faculties of the foul in a 


flame, that we may love him who is the chief 
z Among, ten thouſands, with an ardour of affec- 
tion, Which many waters cannot quench, and 
no floods of oppoſition, or perſecuticn can 


drown! And when we are enabled to love bim 


who is the anointed of the Father, we ſhall 
then love them who are anointed of him, and 
be kindly, affectioned one to another. Belier- 
ers ate, in 2 fenſe, his fellows; and to treat 


them with e Kindneſs, is the moſt fra- 
pon his 


5 Be. "They « are Aol of f bis fieth, and bone 


— 
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\ Excite ee unto tliem according _ 1 
Our hands ſhould follow. the. | 


: . 225 FI + 
of binden Neither diſtance, nor . poverty 
can diſſdlve the union, | that ſubſiſts between 
him and his people. Though he firs Veto 
dus on His throne, yet he hath a fellow fe | 
igg With them in their Joys and fears. 


Wi eps with them When they Weep, ; 4 and > 


rejoices With them when they "ho "'S 


reckons every Wrong, which bey r he 
affecting his own perfon, and "counts ever 
— favour, which is ſhewn them, a token of re- _ 1 


gard to kimſelf. What encourage ment is 
this for us, to abound 3 in every-work and la- 

Sotr*of love; and with Nice 8 
. _ anoint the body of our Lord ln the oil of 
__ commilſeration towards his afflited . 15 oof 
ITF any of them be in neceffity, this thould 


to our pow 
hand o God, and in proportion as he is - 
beral unto us, ſhould. our liberality be extenQ- 
end unto others. He'is good unto all, and W 
are we to be good unto all—but eſpecially - 


Le unto thoſe who are of the houſehold of faith.“ 


It is true, that without faith, no work can be 
good or acceptable in the fight of God. Heb. 
Xi, 6. But then it is is equally true, that our 
faith muſt be ſeen by our works. james 
18. Thou ſayeſt that thou hat faith 
appear in thy life and converſation. 'We' reac 
Tuke v. 20. that our Saviaur ſaw the Fire "X - 
thoſe who brought the paralytic unto him » 


be cured : he ſaw it not only ich the ey & of 
di godbead, but as it was manifeſt t to h 
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would not bleſs Jacob till he had felt him, 


leſt there ſhould de a deception in his voice 


. 1 was an Hungered, an 


be r words ; but when ys. found Eſau's 1782 | 


«+ & * "© 


be dr, 17 bold one of — chief ples we 
e church:“ but he will inſpect thee more 


; wi, and examine whether thou haſt 229 


hands of his beloved hands exerciſed 
godly deeds—hands ready to give, and glad 


to diftribute. food and raiment among bis 


indigent ſaints. In the great day of judgment, 


the Sie of all men ſhall be publiſhed "before ; 


aflembled* worlds, whether they be good or 


bad. Then ſhall the happy ſouls Which ſhall | 
be placed on the right hand of the judge, hear 


theſe ſweet accents ſoundin ng from his lips, 

you gave me 
meat, I was thirſty and you gave me drink, 
T'was a ſtranger, and you took me in.“ Matt. 


XR V. 35. He remembers your every mite, 
and will proclaim on that auguſt and awful 
theatre, how many journies you ſhalf have 
taken to hear the word—-how many times 


* mall have prayed how many tears you 
all have ſhed for your fins how many hun- 
grey perſons you ſhall have fed, and how many 
naked backs you ſhall have cloathed. _ Nay, 
he doth not now forget the bumble offerings 
of a gratefur heart,” Witneſs his kind declara- 

tion concerning the woman who poured 
7 = gage on his head — 1 118 unto 
* | 


— 
P 


. ** 
you, JOE MM this Al mall be pre 16d. 
in the whole world, 9 25 ſhall alſo. this, that 1 
this woman hath done be told for a memorial | 
of her.“ Matt. xxvi. 13, But alas !, how . 
will they on the lett hand, be able to 15. „ 

up their guilty heads, when this wWoefül charge 
ſhall be Brought againſt them, and be unden: 

ahbly proved. to their eternal con fuß on, 2h: 

| was an hungered, and you gave me * mea 3 
| 1 was thirſty and you gave no drink 466 
- was a ſtranger, and you took me not in,” Woe 
be: ta the . Abo Will not denen «bs GY : 


F aw. 


8 that _ cannot " ufc them, . or are : 
ſwelled fo big, that they cannot put them 1 into ; 
their purſes, . when the cries—the doleful eries 
of. penury and wretchedneſs ſolicit their aid. 
There is room to fear that ſome make a god 
ol their gold. When once they have depor 
ſited it 5 their cheſts, as in a ſacred temple, 
they hold it in ſuch veneration, that they dare 
not touch it much leſs to circulate it in a&s 
of beneficence. among the induſtrious poor, 
' who may be fick and needy. No, this theß 
, dread, even as they, dread the approach .of 
death. It would be much eaſier t 8 þ 55 
them to commit ſacrilege againſt God, than 
to part with one of their idols. Hence i 
want What they have, as much as that which.  - 
they have not. They are like the ſacks which | 
Joſeph's Ns — theſe bad money and 
wt | corn 


. 


— 


corn in them. But of what utility was either 
to them? Both only ſerved to wear them out 
the ſooner. Thus many heard. up wealth, 
and watch over it with as much anxiety, uw 
if it were their on, but will no more ven- 
tyre to uſe and enjoy it, than if they knew it to 
be the property of others.” They might be 
happy if they were to truſt God with a little 
of it. But they are miſerable by. ſequeſtring 


the whole from their own, as well as from 


the public uſe. They are, it ſeems, more 
ſolicitous to leave their treaſures to their ene - 
mies when they die, than to communicate any 
of tham to their friends while they live. 
That rich worldling in the goſpel, whoſe 
ſtores flowed in ſo faſt upon him, that he 
knew nat where to ſtow them, choſe rather 

to pull down his own barns, than to entruſt 
them in the barns of others, or to diſperſe 
his ſuperfluities among his deſtitute neighbours. 
But I am weary. of this: ſtrain, If any of you 
have tafted he. oil of gladneſs in your ſouls, 
make no doubt but that you will honour the 
Eord with your ſubſtance; and anoint his body 
in his diſeaſed, and famiſhing members with - 

the firſt fruits of your | increaſe. And may the 
 blefling| of him, who waz ready to periſh, 
OS * boch now and ever ! Amen: 
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22 bim his fault between. e. 
one: if be ſpall bra tee, 4 tu 89 
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AUR bleſſed Stic, having en 1 
ceding verſes, warned his icy. 9. I 1 


gin giving offence to any, is here direetit 


them bow to conduct themſelves” t 8 
| thoſe who ſhould have offended them.” 44 
thy brother ſhall - treſpaſs againſt these; and 
1 thy ſoil, by ſmning againſt” thee, and 
y wounding thy weak. conſcience—by treat. 
Ws 3 with. malignant contempt, 4 b 
inſultiag t hy perſon—by injuring thes in th 
reputation, and by dens ing thy world 


goods: or by any of thoſe ways, which are 
recorded in Levit. vi. 2, 3. then remember 
the rule m the text £ Go, and tell him his 
ate not y oer in hg beart: 
bo „„ e 


fault. 
W 2 0 * 
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that js, let not thine gion ripen into 
rooted malevolence, or Yefter with ſecret and 


ſettled malice, like” E dangerous wound that 
bleeds inwardly ; but deal out thy thoughts i in 
grave, candid and convincing admonitions. 
Tell him his fault, between thee and him 
alone; Never reproach him in his abſence, or 
ſpeak ſlightingly 'of him to others, 93 0 | 
evil ſurmifings and back-bitings will only 
widen, inſtead of healing the wound. Go 


not forth haſtily to ſtrive. Debate thy cau E 1 


with thy neighbour himſelf, and diſcover, not a 
ſecret to another. Prov. xxy. 8, 9, If he 
ſhall hear thee, thou haſt g gained thy brother. 
A'brother that ſinnerh, is in a ſenſe loſt. Sa- 
tan, Who is a man-ſtealer, hath made a prey 


of his ſoul. And is it a ſmall matter unto 


thee to bring back him who is loſt, into the 
+ fared fold, put of which he hath ſtrayedl? 
When | thy brother therefore ſhall treff paſs. - 
againſt chee, go and tell him his fault derer 
thee and him alone, and if he ſhall have 
to hear thee; thou haſt gained thy bieter ü 
But to be more particular, J propoſe with 
the divine aſſiſtance, to ſhew tobom we are to 
reprove= if thy brother: dh we are to 
_ reprove—*< ſhall- treſpaſs againſt the: hozw 
We are tb reprove ego and tell him his faults 
| between thee and him alone: for what end 
ve ate tö reprove “ if he ſhall hear Ay 
| thi? haſt'gained thy brother,” © 
_- Firſt, Iam to ſhew whom we are to reprove. 
JON is our Wes: Bot WO is he? This 
| ; 7 „ 


\ 


+ „ 1 
deem; in the general, comprehends all man- 
kind. God hath made, of one blood, 
| all nations of men, for to dwell on all the | 
face of the earth.“ Acts xvii, 26. Deſcended 
from the ſame flock, we have all but one 
father; and born of the ſame mother, we are 
all brothers and ſiſters. A Turk or an Indian 
is as mach our brother, as he who ſprang 
from the ſame loins with ourſelves. It is 
true, that a narrow and bigotted notion had 8 
prevailed among the Jews, Which greatly 
contracted the Iphere of their beneficence, 
They called no man brother, unleſs he belonged _ 
to one of the tribes of Iſrael; and looked upon 
all the other nations of the world! as ſtrangers _ 
and aliens—unworthy of their regard, and 
not at all entitled to any offices of humanity = © 
from them, Hence the prieſt and the Levite/, 
| when they ſaw the poor man, who had fallen 
among thieves, flripped of his raiment, 
wounded and half dead, lent a deaf ear to his 
cries, and paſſed by on the other fide.” “ 
| Having, by their "traditions, . wreſted from 
_ their original meaning many texts of the law. 
1 which recommended univerſal compaſſion even 3 o 
to their very cattle ;. they were ſteeled againſt 
the impulſe of nature, and impregnable, as a2 
rock of adamant, to the calls of duty. Thou 
they were to teach others the amiable leſſons 
of piety and charity, yet they did not chooſe 
to exemplify them in their own practice. And 
54 _ are too, . at 8: Gays dar © 


4 
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ta) - | 
Bead! in their ſteps. But this is not . 
either te the dœctrine or example of Jeſus 
Chtiſt. He came to pull down the partition 
wall, within which the Jews had immured 
themſclyes ; and to level with the ground all 
party names, and party ſpirit. He com- 
manded the goſpel to be. preached unto every 
creature, that was capable of being benefited 
by it, and enjoined his follow ers to be mer- 
ub, even as their father who is in heaven, 


18 merciful,” ”, And- I queſtion. not, but that 


every perſon, in whoſe heart the religion of 
Jeius hath actually taken | root, is not * | 
dender and compaſtionate to his fellow men, 
but merciful to his beaſts and domeſtic ani - 
mals. He confiders them as the workman- 
Hip of God, and cannot bear to ſee them 
tortured with pain, or pining away for want 
of proper ſuſtenance. And it is probable, 
that St. Paul bad ſomething of this kind in 
bis eye, as well as thoſe. other more import - 
ant Objects, when he ſaith. to Timothy 
But if any provide not for his own, and 
eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he hath 

denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel.“ 
1 Tim. v. 8. Now, if we are to be careful 
of the life, and attentive to the you of the 
pbtute- creation, how. much more thould- we 

conſult the health, and attend tr welfare 

A him who derives his origin from the ſame 
<emmon. parent, is nouriſhed by the produc- 
ions of the ſame earth, and whoſe. weary: bones 
[oi oma reſt as * in 2 her boſom, as Our 
own? . 


a Ho 
own? a man is our brother, and Git; 
highly reſents every breach of brotherly love, 
wherever. he obſerves it. Hear What he faith 
in Amos i. 11. © For three tranſgreſſions of 
Edom, and for four I will not turn away, the 
puniſhment thereof, becauſe he did purſue 5 
his brother with the ſword, and did caſt off 
all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, 

and he kept his wrath for ever.“ The Edo- 

mites you know, were the offspring of Eſau, 
and their chief crime conſiſted in perſecuting 


the people of God without wearineſs, or the 


leaſt remorſe. T bough they were too faint 
hearted to face- Iſrael in their own ſtrength, 
yet, having joined in confederacy with others, 
and having the proſpect of overthrowing them 
the dint of ſuperior numbers, they were. 
inſatiable ia their revenge and urged their 
confederates to ma down all before: them, 
without reſpect t age or ſex. * Roſe 
them,” ſaid they, « raſe them even to the 


flüoundation.“ Pſalm cxxxvii, 2. Cowards 4 0 


of all men the moſt cruel. When they 


the leaſt advantage over their foes,- they ts 4 
that they can never trample them deep enough 


into the earth. They have not a grain of com- 
paſſion left. They are-ftil] thirſting for 
more blood, and are ever erying with the . 
daughters of the horſeleech, —*, give | give ' 
I ime itſelf could: not rub out Efau's grudge 
againſt. Jacob. But though the Edomites 


were thus bitter againſt Iſrael, they had no quſt 


Ka to be ſo. They meddled ne not With than 


* : 


. : 
wn their. paſſage to Canaan, amd were ſtrict- 
1y prohibited to expect that a foot breadth of 
wee land ſhould be n unto eee e * 


1 n 15 | Fi 


I his is not emthtioand, with a a view to 5 up- 
- hand them ; but to -ſhew how careful the 
Lord was that his Iſrael ſhould not offend a 
a But though the word brother,“ 
n.its moſt extenſive ſignification, implies eve- 


8 individual of the human race, wherever 


he is diſperſed, or to Whatever ſect or deno- 
mination of people he may belong; yet there 


| is Mill a more peculiar ſenſe, in which the : 


| word brother is to be underſtood; and to which 
aur Lord probably referred in my text. By 
brother he might here mean one of his own 
. Who, being not only deſcended 
from the ſame. father, but begotten again by 

the ſame ſpirit, and having Jeſus Chriſt for 
his elder brother, is united to us by ftronger 


ties than thoſe of conſanguiniry. One is our Fa- 


ther, Who is in Heaven:“ and whom he 
as well as we daily acldreſs as our Father.“ 
Ode is our Saviour, who is not aſhamed to 
Call us his brethren, and doth not diſdain 


to reckon every kindneſs, that is done un- 


to che leaſt of his brethren, as done unto him · 
ſelf.“ Matt. xxvV. 40. We are one body, 
and one ſpi even as we are called in one 


hope of dur calling We have © one Lord, 
done faith, one baptiſm, the ſame views, the 
dame privileges, and the fame expectationg 
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our vherhren falls into fin, we are to ref 5 
him, leſt we, by our ſilence, ſhould te | 

his guilti We are to go and tell him his 


ar 


fault between him and us alone; and to re- 


 _riſon drawn from the memb 


buke him with all long ſuffering. That we 
are thus to reprove him, and not to ſuffer ſin to 


5 reſt upon him, is clearly evident from ſeveral 


paſſages in the new teftament. © St. Paul 
ſaith “ brethren, if a mam be overtaken in 


a fault, do you, who are ſpiritual, reſtore ; 


| w- an one in che ſpirit of meekneſs, confi- 
dering yourſelves, leſt you alſo be tempted.“ 
Gal. vi. 1. And James, in much the fame 


ſtrain, gives this advice to the twelve tribes : 


which are ſcattered abroad“ Brethren, if- 
any of you do err from the truth, and one 
convert him; let him know, that he, who 
converteth a finner from the error of his way, 
| Fhall ſave afoul from death; and ſhall hide 
a multitude of fins.” James v. 19, 20. The 


very idea of his being our brother ſhould ftr 


us up to admoniſh him of his fault, and to 
remind him of its fatal conſequences. As this 
js not only an expreſs command of the goſpel; . 

but is likewiſe conſonant to the Jaw of nature, 
St. Paul doth further enf5ree it, by'.a comps 
bers c the body, 5 
Which are, by the very eonſtruction of the 

human frame, bo nd to aſſiſt one another up- 
on every emergency. “ We, faith he, 
are the body of Chriſt, and members, in 
Particular. Now, as in the naturzl body, 
| n have che ſame care one for 1 

N N 


ey 


| £ 236 ) To _- 
wh and when one member ie, all * 
members ſuffer with it, and ſtrive to remove 
the grievance. For. inſtance, when the foot 

is hurted, the eyes examine the wound, the 
ears liſten . in order to hear what is moſt likely E 
to cure it, and the hands are eager to apply _ 
any remedy, that may be preſcribed. And 
ſhall we, who believe, be unconcerned about | 
that, which will certainly expoſe our brother 


233i 


"rg ſuffering, Who is a part of ourſelves? or 


ſhall that, which is ſure to incommode him, 
fit eaſy upon us? The antient fathers made 
uſe of an argument, that was equally conclu- 

+ five, when they thus reproved the Walt te _— 
therly love. If any man, ſaid they, 

. reſcue his brother from harm, or prevent — 
evil from befalling him, and will not; ſuch 


an one is an enemy to his brother, and acceſ- 


fſary to his hurt. For ſuppoſe, that thy poor 


© neighbour is in bodily want, and thou ſuffereſt 


him to periſh with hunger, when thou haſt »* 
in thy power to feed and cherifh him: lo! 
he dies, but were not thou the cauſe of his 
death? or, ſuppoſe, that thy brother falls in- 
to deep waters, and is in danger every moment 
- of finking : he ſtretches out his hand . unto 
- thee, and thou canſt pull him out, but neg- 
 leeft, the opportunity, and denieſt him any 
help: 101 he. finks ro the bottom, didſt not 
thou drown him or ſeeſt thou thy neighbour's | 
haquſe on fire? and art thou furniſhed with the 
ready means of extinguiſhing it, and will 
not vs * ? 07 _ -nerghbour! S houſe is 
45 8 reduced 
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' reduced to aſl and it is thou who haſt vl 
* Wherefore when a brother finneth, take 
heed that you connive not at his ſin, or let it 
paſs unnoticed ; leſt it ſhould lie at your 
door, and you mould be deemed anſwerable 
for it. Warn him freely, and, if it be neceſ- 
2 rebuke him ſharply. Nay, let not your 
kind reproofs and admonitions be limited - - 
within: a narrow cirele ; but let them ſtrerch 
out as far as your influence extends. 
Reprove ſin wherever you find it. Shew e 
no indulgence. Give it no quarter. But here 
perhaps you will ay what would you have 
us caft pearls before ſwine? If we ſhew this 
| favour to the wicked, will they not turn an 
rend us for it? will not our gentle admoniti- 
ons exaſperate, inſtead of reclaiming them? 
Are not they like a ſort of paper Which the 
more it is daubed with oil, the more ſti ff and 
 farched' it grows; or like the ſand of the ſea; 
which the more it is watered, the harder it 
\. becomes; or like Judas, who! the cleaner 
His feet were waſhed, the filthier he Was, 
and the more eager to ſell and betray 
his maſter ? Are not ſome men of ſuch a ſtub- 
born, and untoward temper, that one flight 


offence ſours them, more than a thouſand 


kindneſſes can ingratiate us to them ? did fot 
Eſau retain the memory of his loſt birthright, 
much longer than the droves of herds, with 
which Jacob afterwards preſented him? 
Nay, did not the meſs of pottage ferment in 
By bowels W for many. gener-⸗ 

f | ED ations, 


* 


1 
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5 e after he had been dead? What == 


then can there be in reproving? or, who 


would run the riſk- of: ſuch a hazardous and 


unthankful office? At is acknowledged that 


all perſons will not bear to be reproved. The 
blaſphemer, the drunkard, the unclean, and 
every worker of iniquity will, each of them, 
ſpeedily aſk when they are told of their faults, 
and rebuked for them —* who hath made 
you a magiſtrate or a judge? You take too 
much upon you. What right have you to 
intermeddle with our affairs, or to abridge 


us of our pleaſures? Such returns you may 


often meet with for your brotherly admoniti- 
ons, but theſe ſhould not diſeourage you. 


Still it is your duty to reprove, whenever you 


ſee it neceſſary. And though you ſhould be 


reviled for your kind intentions as hypocrites, 


and diſſemblers, yet you ſhould All perſiſt, 


and only anſwer your revilers with ſuch a mild 


reply as this A chriſtian I am; and Lam 

conſtrained by the bonds of brotherly love, to 
declare unto you ſimply my thoughts concern- 
ing your conduct, and to unboſom my ſecret. 
grief on your account. Fain would I fee you 
reclaimed and ſerious, as it becometh thoſe 


Who have God for their Father, and it grieves 


me to find that my reoroofs make no ſtronger 
impreſſions upon you. You may now think that 
_ 1 am your enemy, but por will one day know 
that I am your friend.” But it is now time 
that I ſhould haſten, andly to ſhew, Why, or 
e we ate to re A bene „It is 
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for treſpaliinl againſt us. If thy boten, 
all treſpaſs againſt thee.” This ſeems to 


5 confine his crime within a narrow compaſs; 


but it extends much, farther than we Gan wor f 
pPrehend at firſt view. 

To treſpaſs againſt us, mite of great tas 
rude, and includes not only thoſe perſonal. 
offences, and temporal damages, which have 
been mentioned at the opening of this diſ- 
courſe; but likewiſe every fin, that is dom 
mitted againſt God, and every evil that is de, 
unto our neighbour. The chriſtian is not at 
all ſelfiſh. What regards his own perſon is 5 
ſeldom one of thoſe faults, on which he be- 
ſtows his ſevereſt reproofs. He confeſſes, 15 
that whatever he may ſuffer from others, is 


far leſs than his iniquities deſerve; and be is 


vot in the leaſt deſirous to be his own avenger. 
The treſpaſſes,“ faith he, which diſhonour - 
God, and bring contempt on his grace, 'affe&t 
me much more nearly than thoſe wrongs, 


\ Which I endure in my oh name, or ſubſtance, 


becauſe l am bound to eſteem his glory above 


every ſecondary - conſideration, and to give 


him the preference to every thing, that con- 
cerns myſelſ.”, Hadrian the lawyer ſaid 

Whoſdeyer ſins againſt God, offends 
„ true believer: becauſe he, who inſults 
the father in the preſence of the ſon; inſults! * 
the ſon alſo; and he who reproaches the 
maſter in the hearing of the ſervant, reproaches 


the ſervant alſo.” - Love makes all thing 


common, ſo that we cannot be * when Es 


( 240. ) 
we hae: bim, whom we love abuſed- The 
Charge comes home to outſelves.. As the 


great Jehovah condeſcends to aſſure us, that 


he looks upon every affront and injury, which 


we receive from others as intended againſt 
himſelf, and that “ he who 8 us, 


roucheth the apple of his eye: ſo ſhould we 
look upon every provocation, by which God 


s offended, as levelled againſt us, and mourn 
for it in the bitterneſs of our ſpirits, The lan- 


of our hearts, upon every ſuch occa- 


Bua 
| fon, ſhould be this: the zeal of thine hou, 


the honour of thy name, and a reſpect t 


thine authority conſume my fleſh, and dry ba 
my bones, when [I ſee thine enemies, O Lord, 


profaning thy ſanctuary, deſpiſing thy 


word, and diſobeying thy commandments. 
The reproaches of them, who reproach thee, 


fall upon me. I am grieved when I behold 
the travſgreſſors. trampling upon thy laws, 
crucifying thy ſon afreſh, and, doing de- 
ſpite to thy ſpirit. My ſoul is wounded 


5 within me at every light, that is aimed at 5 
tthee. I feel its ſmart, and cannot help re 
proving it:“ In like manner, ſhould 9 


| Treſpaſs againſt our neighbour be deemed: an 


offence-againſt ourſelves. Why ? becauſe 1 


ought to love my neighbour as myſelf, and- to 
be as quick in feeling every wrong, that is 


: done unto him, as if it were done unto. my- 
ſelf. We are both members of the myſtical 


body of Chriſt: and I cannot be an unconcern- 


255 while he is — with Feu; _ 
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or „ PR: Pharos: of nn 1 
| This hath been eon feſſedi the temper. or - i 


{ai ity A all ages, and J believe it to- be fill, 


treſpaſſes are not only committec $ 


d was airy 1 Sane iv. 75 Mo: 


fins * acid 1 


| Mun its, and. have W 


* 


— 


ition, of every one Who is really Bern iff 
|... The meek and patient Moſes was Il 
onkzed at Thas!'s ſig, 48 1 Tt: - | 
T elf been à partner in it, and with: If 
earneſt ſupplications and tears, cried ou. = - 7 
thou ne ſorgive their. fin, blot me, 1 
pray thee, out of thy book.” And Paul, wim 
equal emphaſis, declares——4 Who is weak, 7 
and I am not weak? Who is offended, ana k 
burn not? 2 Cor. xi. 29. But my brother's 
55 a) gainſt meu 
_ they diſhonour God, injure my big tone: _ 
and wound myſelf, but as. they threaten to 
involve me in his puniſhment. The Almighty. 
ſometimes puniſhes the righteous: with the: 
Wicked. For Achan's Vo there. fell aber 
thirty ſix men, when the Iſraelites. fled before. ol 
the inhabitants of At. Joſhua vii. 5, For ths 
_ .Wigkedneſs of the ſons of Kli the children; of — 
1 19 175 lain before the Philiſtines, and» -. I 


grong as to vids the heavieſt 
ments upon it.“ 
of heaven, that the clouds may not drop fat 
neſs. They parch the earth, and prevent her 
from yielding her increaſe, They cut off the 
ſtaff of life, and uſher in pale famine with his 
meagre train. Are not hes 'the fins of my 


brother rrefpaſſes againſt me? am I not 1 | 


concerned in their conſequences ? have I not 
much to fear and much to loſe if 1 do nüt 


ſpeedily reprove him? Impreſſed by theſe 3 
conſiderations, and impelled by theſe motives, . 
I will “ go to him, and eel him his fault 


between acl aug me alone.“ Which leads 
me . , IIs 19 3 10 155 N | 


Thirdly, to - ſhew how wwe are to eo oe: ; 


" AF this fs « weighty buſineſs and a difficult 
raſk, I will attempt, according to the firength 
and wiſdom - given me, to lay down à few 


rules to guide yoy in the exerciſc-and! perform- 


1 8 1 7 $744.6 Rr 
Be ſure | that | 5the - perten ebem | 


$a are about to reprove, is really 


guilty of the ſin, for which you are going to 
reprove him. Do nothing in the dark. 
Proceed not raſhly, or til! you have ob- 
rained the eleareſt evidence, Jigs his' gur, 
This is implied in che text if thy brother 
full treſpaſs againſt thee.“ Take not uß an 
accuſation againſt him from mere repofr or 
bare ſuſpicion, Be firſt well acquainted w with” - 

his fault that you may ground your charge. 
upon ache foun ation. i 18 _— int 1Erable- 


- ny * | x” nt „ 5 


judg- 5 
1 hey mut up the windows : 


A 


x 


- . 


upon the hunt for other men's faults, he is all 
that time from home, and conſequently. A 


— 


7 243 Wi: | 


dandſhip- 3 open à man's ; jaws," BY 
unh a ſteel inſtrument extract his ſoupd 


h. Before you come to uſe ſuch violence, 


it is but right that you ſhould know with cer- 


tainty that his tooth is rotten, No leſs painful 
and torturing is it to ſce people hunting for 
wickedneſs in the houſe of the rigbteous, 

nd rather: grieved at their own diſappointment 


. In not finding it, than pleaſed with the. diſco- 


very of his uprightneſs. Such are « witneſ- 


_ des againſt their neighbours without -cauſe.” 


Prov. xxiv. 28, They are for ferreting out 


faults, but not too near bonne. They beat not 


their own, but the grounds of others . 
them. They are, as 1 4000 tin obſeryes, 
buſy in ſearching for ſins abroad, that they 19 4 


neither leaſure nor inelination to inſpect their 4 


own.“ Take heed then that you. be not more 
ready 10 judge otbers, than you are to judge 

urſelves. St. Bernard gives an. uſeful hint on 
d when he faith—* while a man is 


ſtranger to the faults which are harboured in 
his own: boſom. It is a duty ineumbent upon 


you, if you would reprove with, propriet 22 
be cautious of entertaining haſtily a bad api. F 
nion of any perſon. Where the ſoul- is up- = 
right, there the ſentiments are candid. Love |} 


thinketh no evil.“ But the wicked deviſe 


wicked devices, becauſe 4 every imaginati n 


of wor ror heart- is exil, and only evil con- 
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Aueſtion in che ears of thoſe, who preſume to 
Judge of the ſecret intents of the heart, which 
is a prerogative” that belongs to God alone 

Rho art thou that Judgeſt another?” 

1 muſt not be too harſh in your determi- 
nations concerning others, becauſe they, who = 
ſtand, may fall; and they, Who are fallen, 
may riſe again. Neither your love nor godly 
fear is yet perfect. Before therefore you re- 


prove a brother, be very deliberate in eka 


mining into the nature of his fault, and its 


degree of malignity. Weigh it well; leſt wh N 


— 


— 


 Hould run upon a fruitleſs errand to the 

let of yout own private concerns. Be not 
ſtartled at 0548 ſhaking of a feather. Pur: not . 
a bad conſtruction u port indifferent things. 
. See that! the fin, Which you are eg 
ro reprove, be that heinous ſin, Which you 
have taken it to be. Indeed there is no kind 


— 


of fin, but what ought to be n There 
is no lietle mn, _ property: ſpeuking, becauſe 
every ſin is committed ainſt a gteat God, 
and deſerves the damnation of hell. Hence 


the prophet when he proclaims, * that the 


foul Which finneth, ſhall die,” doth norſpecify | 
any particular fin; becauſe every fin merits 
_ death. Vet by comparing! one fin with ano“! 
ther, as they are ihjurious. to individuals; and 
pernicious to ſociety, one Teens to be little; 
and the other is acknowledpel to be great. 
This neceflaty diſtinction - correſponds” with 
cr Lord's teſtimony before Pilare,: where he 
. ue; 1 deli cred. me unto (thee; 


— 


BEEF i 3 | — — 4 ; —hath 1 


+” 2 # 
* # 
. r 


„ 
we” 2 1 » 


Any Og : . 433 2 * .- — 
1 : | i Kd 
2 Few N . - 1 4 8 


5 

12 5 „„ 
Hhath the greater fins? John xix. 11. l 

there is an ex preſfi on in my text. which 
proves the ſame point! thou haſt ing: 

thy brother.“ Now: he could not have been 
gained, unleſs he had been before loſt. We 
do not reckon him loſt, WhO is ynly lubject 
to thoſe natural infirmities, which are inſepa- 
rable from this imperfect ſtate —4 ſeeing that 


in many things we all offend.“ James iii. 2 2 


The fin therefore, which is Wits intended, is 
not a ſmall failing, from which the beſt of © 
men are not exempted: but a ſin, which re. 
quired church cenſure, and excommunication. 
We are not for every trifle to fly in the face of 
our brother ; and to hale him before our tri- 
bunal. But when we reprove him, we ſhould 
be clear that it is Honey fin, and raven for * 
—_ which is moſt enormous. v5 fy 

3. When you 2 are about- to -reprove: a bro 


8 chers you ſhould conſider Whether . | 
any they of your doing him any good 


oats.” The phyficizn ſeldom 


by your repr 


miniſters his ene d thoſe, of whom ay 


hath no hopes of recovery; much more ſhould: 
he forbear, when he knows that they would 
do his patient more hurt than 
ſhould you be ſparing of your reproofs, wh 
your bro 


f p s % 
A * . 4 % 
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her is more likely to- he injured, 
chan benefitted by them. It is better not to 
labour at all, than to labour tot a bad pur- 
ee If. that pains-taking parent, who ſtarvesn 
knee _ e nw Bays n his death, 
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otten very prejudicial to the reprover. As 


uould turn out to be; he would ſooner com · 

mit his treaſures to the flames, than en 
them tor his diabolical uſes. If the goldſmith 
were perſuaded, that his toil and ſwear. at the 


refining pot, would anfwer no end, but to 
injure his health, and perhaps to ſhorten his 


days; he would ſooner break his utenſils in 


Pieces, and burſt his bellows apart, than en- 


gage in ſuch an unprofitable: and unhealthy 


employment. Equally fruitleſs it is to re- 
prove ſome men. + It is worſe than loſt la. 


bour: it not only doth them no good, but is 


vinegar, poured upon nitre, cauſes it to burn, 
to melt, and 


is to ſwell, enrage, and enkindle their re- 


Tentment. It is as well to ſit ſtill as ta attempt 
dmoniſh- many 8 ſeofter, yea, all thote, 
Among FPythago- 
ed, ignem! 
_ gladions — oy which is, by plain interpre- 


Who make a mock. a „in. 
ras's fayings is this ſentence. recordec 


ee chou ſhalt not rebuke an enraged! 


madman- | bis fire will do thy ſword more! 
bam. than thy ſword can do his fire::; When 


t tem of his young men to Nabal,: 
to requeſt ſome need ful refreſhments 


bal leut 3 a ſcornful and churl- 


iſn anſwers His behaviour: muſt bare 
: made 8 — — m_ apr 1 


1 1 8 F 
- * * * * i 
ST 2 1 


r 8 dane devi Ia dai 


ſmoak, Re quick lime when 
wWuater is thrown upon it: ſo to reprove them 


ons in diſtreſs; Na- 


; : 
d 


"0 


e his fin and danger wht; tilt 0 
aule ſhe knew: t 
to admoniſh or reprove him, While he was in 


the houſe: 2 n be eee N 5 
all they are braſs; and tin and iron; andilead 1 
| inthe) ict, of: the furnace” Echt ane 


he was ſober. Why! 34 


"av of intoxication, would only 
fire, and render him ſtill mare :cnurliſh ; 8 
he was before. The prophet Jeremiah com- 
pares the rugged tempers of ſome to that of a 

dafs, who tears and tram ples apply: every 
thing that wouſd check or curb her. And in- 
deed the compariſon is but too juſt. Pheſe 
rough. and unhewn ſouls. are ſo orabbed in 


thein diſpoſition, and for weddedito their own 


wills, "that-af you de but croſs their humour, i 


_ without: fatling the» effetts of theig te : 
foe. So true it is, that **rhoughra fool ſhould 


bo brayed i in a mortar, yet will not his fooliſh- 2 | 
t from him.“ Prov. xxvii. 22 


Ther: an un g inſtruments will ſeperate 
the chaff from the Wheat; but no efforts w 
eee a his fol 


eee eee Ae to rk wiſh big "i 
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may know 20 om, and horv to reprove, leſt by 


your, bungling and unſkilful procedure, you 
mauld hurt the cauſe wht. you mean to ſerve. 


Give not that, which is holy unto the dogs: * 


neither caſt ye your pearls before ſwine; leſt 


they trample them under their feet, and turn 
again and rend you.” Matt. vii. 9. To reprove 
ſucceſsfully requires no ſmall degree of dexte· 
rity and penetration. It muſt be the conbined 


work of a cool head, and a gracious com paſſi- f 
- enate heart. It belong not to carnal, but to 
ſpiritual perſons. For, though a man, who 


is weak and fick ly, may have a greater ſym- 
80 potty for thoſe who are diſeaſed in body, than 
he, Who is in high health; yet ſure I am, 
that none, but a good man, will feel and 
grieve for the wickedneſs of the wicked, and 


that every bad man is at leaſt, in this reſpect, Z 
cruel; becauſe it is his character, that he 

rejoiceth in iniquity. When you reprove 

therefore, | let not your indiſcretion render 


vour reproofs of none effect. G0 to yo, 
brother in the ſpirit of meekneſs, and 
tenderly with him, as if you were going to lay 
a pleaget in a a deep wound; or, as if you were 
handling Is or the thin, and brittle 
ware of China. The feelings of nature are 
o delicate, ially in affliction, that: they 
call for ren and not a leaden hand; and 


its ſores ſnhould be probed with the moſt er- 


quiſite art. When Eljah fled from the veng · 


ane of Jezebel, he concealed himſelf for ſome 


time in a cave at Horeb ** 3 
Hr | 1 Do 


WS, 


5 4 - 


ax 


= and ſtrong wind rent the mountains, and 
Brake in 
an earthquake, and after the earthq quake, a fire, 


\ 
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f and white! "SHARK there, his ſpinit: 1 8 

a meaſure embittered, and he was a: little 
diſpleaſed that God ſhould ſuffer his miniſten 
to beſo harraſſed and perſecuted. I n 
his zeal for the Lord of hoſts had been 


yet he Was now beyond his depth, and in ai 
of deſpondency, ſpake unadviſediy with his 
lips. As ſuch a language from a ſervant was 


not to eſcape unreproved, his Lord ſaid, unto 


him“ go forth and ſtand upon the mount. 
And behold! the Lord pafſed by, and u grett | 


pieces the rocks, and after the wind, 


and aſter the fire a {till ſmall eie By the 


former manifeſtations of his power, hedhewed 
| that he bad many means, both awful anπj, 
terrible, by which he could 
man mind; and bow it into ſubjection to his 
IF, _ but by the latter condeſcenſioms of his 


id humble the hu 


grace, he ſhadowed! forth that benignity in 
is nature, which always inclities him to benr 
nd the weakneſſes of his pebple, and, in 
in the preſent inſtance, diſpoſed: him to can 
the ruffled ſpirit of his ꝓrophet by. & {till ſmall 
voice, rather than the loud and alarming difs 
plays of his majeſty. Some re profs are ſo 
wild and rapid, that, like a Whirlwwüt . 
drive all befote them, and: lea ve neither co 
viction nor bn behind them; others 
are ſudden and violent, Which rend the con? 
ene n. an re e ee 0 


as 


E565; 


: 2 250 5 ; 

nit: and others! are ſo warm and 1 Bey, , 

inſtead of enligbtening, they ſcorch the very 
ſoul of the reproved, and fo prejudice it againſt 


the truth, as it is in Jeſus. But the Lord is 


> aw neither of theſe. They, who reprove under 
his guidance, and by his direction are meek 
and tender heatted. They are not furious, © 


but gentle, ©. cc nfidering:themſelves,? To 
day my brother: hath treſpaſſed againſt me, { 
may tomorrow treſpaſs againſt him. I will 


therefore oy with him to-day, as! wouldwiſh 
him to deal with me to motrrow.“ Reproofs 


mould de uſed as you would uſe a bridle in 
the management of a reſtive or intractable 
+horſe. If the bridle. be held too looſe, 1t:doth 
no good: if it be kept too tight, ig do 


which: reproofs ſhould be pointed. O for wiſ- 
dom, like the children of Benjamin, to hit 


the heart at an hairs breadth, without flying 
ſhort of it! If vou bloc 


| ane falling 
upon a ſpark, ſaith the ſon of Sirach, 4e jt 
mill ese but if you ſpit upon it, it it will 


be queached:“ and yet both proceed from the 


fame mouth. So the ſame tongue ca as ea : 


4 8 fily utter a ſoft, as a harſh reptoof : but their 
| effectiis very different. O ſes to it, that you 
be neither too hot nor too cold in ybur bro- 


therly admonitions; but that ou juſt catch 
_the right temperature. What laid Job hen 
his friends poured upon him a torrent 

faoliſh yr nee Why, he aſked them this 
kt to have . ved 


"O08 REY which ough 


much harm. Tbe heart is the mark, at 1 


- 


neani 8 or to have pre- 
vailed with them ed ſeaſon them a little 
higher. can that, Which is vhſavoury, be 
caten Without ſalt ? or, is there any taſte in the 
white of an egg. Job vi. 6, 7. Every reproof 
 ſhouldbe ſeaſoned” with ſalt, or elſe it will be 
quite inſipid and uſeleſs. But then there may 
be tob much as well as to little ſalt in it. OWE. 
it is a dMeult matter to hit the happy medium 
5 between both extremes. May that bleffed If 
ſpirit, Who alône can keep us from ſtraying 
either to the right or to the left, lead us inte 
all truth, and dire& e 1 WF 
8 &very: neceffary duty! % TH e eie 
wa When you are about to reprove' a bro⸗ ; 
= g0 to him yo elves. ” Do not wait till 
4 Key cone of his own accord to yon; for Who 
would willingly go to be febuked and chaſt- 
ened? Summon him not by à meſſenger todo 
appear before you, that Would he too aſſum- 1 
ing, be is not your ſubject. Neither would ; | 
I bave you” write unto bim: for a piece = 
Paper is a dend, u nanimated thing. and hath 
0 perſuaſive eloquence. No, in nohe of 
theſe ways would Fhayeyou to reprove him: 
für by them all, you only run the riſł of N 8 
him for ever. But 1 would recommend it t 
you, in the words of ny text, to 8⁰ tb him 
- yourſelves)" as a yfician feſofts unto the 
chambers of the-fic th after you have waited 
the convenient ſeaſon, and have 'received 4 
Proper frame and ſpirit for the Work in Which 
0 118 e to yer * ed. It was our 0 


1. 


Oro vſual;, met . white, be. went . 
about doing good:te- the, ſouls-and bodies; of 
men, to Aud convarle with ſinners in er | 
own bonſes to eat and drink with them, not 
-Wj countenance them in their fins, but to [ang | 
an opportunity of winning them over to him- 
elf. Gg you, and. do M of Such 
an ad ot condeſcenſion, on your part, 
will nine | -FFOUT / brother, that your 
hearts are hot quite eſtranged, from him, and 
chat nr. poſthume of anger and malice 
— hath been formed in your 


3 It his; is. the moſt likely way of ſuß - 


ceeding with him, becauſe the Saviour of the 
Wearldharh preſcribed it. Go and tell him 
- his fault” D © X mot. at: all, times. No, vou need 
tte wiidom af the Holy Shoſt to inform yo 
of my ſeaſon; as well as of the manner of per- 
| pe £br4 this. duty. The fargeon lances not 
+=} eſs till it be ripe. The Lord God for- 
55 to call our firſt; parents to account for 
_ their ungrsteful rebellion, againſt him, till the 
ce oo of the day till they found that they were £ 
naked, and ſaw: the miſerable condition to | 
Which ſin had. reduced them; then he ap- 
peared among the trees of the garden to reaſon 
1 With them, and to reptove tl hem , for thein 
51 And an acceptable time it was, as the 
5 = verified. ' As *. there «i a time to ſpeak, 
ad nd a time to keep filence;” ſo there is a time 
d teprove, and a time to forbeat from reprov- 
$5 * ing. There 66 15: Aa time in which the trapſ- | 
greffions of the: Wigkes TOE: FF ee and 


their | 


* 
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their fins mighty—a time in which they. 8 
_ afflict the Juſt, take a bribe, and turn aſide 
| the poor in the gate from their rigkt. In 
| Sons th time the prude nt will keep ſilence; for i it 
is an evil time.” Amos v. 12, 13. It was 
never deemed an inſtance. of dileretion to 
draw a ſword againſt a mad: man: no, not 
even when he hath a drawn ſword i in u his own 
: hand. :Abjgail, as Jr yy heard, was mute 
e to go to e in a term, « or a N 3 
cane. Why then ſhould you tell your bro- 
ther his he th while his paſſions are in a fer- 
ment? This is only to re-kindle the dying i 
embers, and to precipitate him, as much as 
you can, into the pit of deſtruction. The 
ſpies, who were ſent to view the Land of 
Promiſe, raiſed ſuch a tumult in the camp 
when they came back; that the people were, | 
in that moment, for returning into Egypt 
and curſed Moſes and Aaron with open 
mouths: but what did the two brothers do, 
Auring this ſeditious inſurrection? why, they 
fell on their faces before all the aſſembly of 
the congregation of Iſrael,” and while they 
were thus proſtrate on the ground, all the ar- 
rows of the inſurgents Nye over their heads. 
When. their rage had expended, Jer 
then argued with — "There are — 
therefore—peculiar ſeaſons, in which a  bro- 
ther is to be reproved, if you would reprove 
him to any valuable purpoſe. Theſe you * 
_ thous, patch: ate and theſe n ſhould gladly 
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| embrüee RY 8 — themſelves unte | 
you. © e not like the unwiſe, in whoſe 
mouttris always an unſeaſonable tale.“ Force 
nor your admonitions upon any agalnſt their 
Vin; becauſe there are ſome tempers ſo irriſiſt-. 
table, that like the diſeaſe called noli me lan- 
gere, if you were to tamper with them, you 
Would quickly inflame them te a piteh of in- 
cufableneſs.“ Tell your” brother his fault 

between kim and you alone.“ If his treſpaſs 
Was ſeeret, mabe it net public. Try to hell 
bis ſoul without wounding his fame: for a 

e good name is better chan precious oint- 
ment.“ Eceles. vii. 1. Bury your brother's 
BvB in your on boſom. As nb intreaties can 
prevail wih the i 5% tolgive up its dead, fo _ 

: neither bending knees, nor ovetflowing tears 
ſnould extort from you the ſeerets of à bro- 


ther. Be not like the viper's 'brood, „Which | 5 


- ft their way out of their mother's eis, 
that they may 'bring theniſet=s to light.” Some 
tongies re fo ſſippery ppery end Wipe 8 chat they = 

2 ſometitmes reveal | What! they u U "to 

concefl. And e Mats: to burſt till 
be hath diſcloſed al, chat he knows of every 

Matter. ſeeret td him is like a thorn in 

* _ the fleſh, Which "mult be extracted before he 

een be alt eaſe. Phe ſon' of Sirach compares 

Him te a Woman in travail, who bath no re- 

2 Thite frem her pains, kill "ſhe's delivered of 

der child. Perfons of his ſieve Hike make, 
ſhould not pretend ta be epre ers; for When 
the) ve Poblicbed their brother's faults on 
the houſe· . with what face can they 1 


. _ 


: | © '4 2 „ 
1 any bescheren admoniticns- ? When J an 
ſeph wauld make himſeif known top his brethei 
ren, and would firſt remind; them of their 
Paſt unkindneſs to him, he would ſuffer none 
= be een dut himſelf andi his brethren. 
EE * Cauſe every man,” cried he, to go ou 
from me.“ Gen, xlv. l. When Was it that 
A Lord rebuked Cain? It was when he 
was alone. Gen. iv. 9. 10. When he way 
angry with Aaron and Miriam, and reproved 
| 8 _— bree Ne woe the e 3 
Plague ot leprivy 10ats; -gbaſily; form, 
firſt called them both into th taberngele; and 
withdrew them fromithe ſghtand bearing 06 
- -the;pebple. 1 Public ſins froula be:pubhekly 
reproved. Such as threaten evib to the ſtate, 
and are big with miſchief to the church, 
ſmould be laid as open as poſfible. Treaſons 
aud heriſies ſbould be 3 as ſoon a 
fro _ they: are known, leſt; they  ſhouldz: by miſe _ 
Priſion 4 ſpread like wild- 
IDO fire, which cannot be exfily extinguiſhed... - 
Bat private faults ſhould have à private re- 
prehenſion, leſt you ſhould: harden your. bro- 
ther; and your reproofs ſhould have no ather 
effect upon him, but to make him more dar- 
ing to offend - leſt by unlooſening the te- 
ſtraints of ſhame, you ſhould make him more 
1 child of hell > Tad ever. Go and tell 3 
| him his fault between vou and him alone.“? 
And as you go, be ſure that your motive and 
deſigu in reproving him be juſt and equitable. 
bet Wee e ah e and vaip. Wan 
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| which 1 am come to 


"by be delivered from the ſnare of the de- 


— 
© 


ry be Werwiages ict ur zeal, ' Tour 
heat ſhould be a ſacred heat, and not the effer- 
veſcence of animal ſpirits. The fire of the 
ſanctuary muſt not carry with i it the ſmoke of 
bye- ends, or ſiniſter views. The glory of 
God muſt be your chief aim, and next to 
that, muſt be your hatred of ſin, and à re- 

| ard to the health and ſalvation of your 555 
ther's ſou]. Stimulated by theſe motives, | 
to bim right willing and anxious to nente 1 
the nail home into his conſcience.” Uſe not 
many circumlecutions; but tell him plainly. 
—* thou art the man. By the treſpaſs, for 
reprove thee, — Haſt 
pucified' my Lord.“ Daüb not with unn 
- xempered mortar, / but apply à cauſtib which |< 
may reach the quick. Unfold his crime be- | 
fore him in its nature and cireumſtances —in 

ils aggravations and conſequentes; and then 

with earneſtneſs, blended with unfeigned? 

| compaſſion; aſk him“ is not this fin, f | 
which you have been confeſſedly guilty,” 7 0 
great diſhonour to bur God, a ſad flur on 
your good name, and a diſgrace to your pro- 
feſſion? doth it not impair your bodily health, 
"as well as waſte your fubſtance?. doth it not 
wound your conſcience,” as well / ay endanger” 
the loſs of your precious and immortal! foul?” 
For the Lord's ſake therefore, repent of this 
Your wickednefs,, and pray God that you 


4 
* 
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*.“ If you were to reprove him in ſofter 
ems, or 1 _ accents; 4 and only a, 
i 1: I 6 8 10 7 -, 
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to FEM Eli aid unto. his ſons “ W a do 
you do ſo?“ You would but diſturb, inſtead of. - 
| allaying his diſorder... A weak medicine may 
be able to rouſe the noxious humours in the 
human body from their latent covert, and 
_ circulate them through the whole frame; but © 
it can never expel them, Spare not therefore 
your brother, when: you reprove him for. 
A little medicinal anguiſh is far more bear- | 
able than the worm which never dies. Be 
| likewiſe impartial in your reproofs. If good 
men ſhould happen to do amiſs you muſt be 2 
forward to reprare them. as 7 pl If, Peter 


remporizes. with the an " Pak Will 0 with- 
Rand him to the face.“ Nathan ſhewed no 
flavour to David, when he was to be blam⸗ 
ed. Elijah roundly told Abab—“ In the 
place, where dogs licked the blood of Nabath, - | 
| ſhall dogs lick thy blood, even thine,” Ne- 
bemiah ſcrupled not to charge Sanballat with 
IK. fallhoods, and without ambiguity, to. fay unto 
him - thou haſt feigned them out of thine 
own heart,” But ſuth intrepid reprovers are 
not every where to be found. Aud great men 
are often great laſers upon chis account, 
1 have not one perſon about them, Whg 
Will be ſo kind as 40 tell them their fault, 
when they do amiſs. May God have / pity. © 
upon chem! for they have no earthly 1 
wh new them any, or declare the HP 
anden. 2 ney {4 Feet +; 5 0 12 . 
WT: : Aal 7 2 . 4 Sr: 5 ng 
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Obits faith, : 1 1 in of che 
great and 2 are ſeldom expert in any oy 
> exercile, except riding : for if they run a race 
With their poor -play-mate, he will halt ar KK 
limp, to let them reach the goal firſt: or at * 
they wreſtle with him; be will fall down on 5 
Turpoſe, that they may have the name of ſu- . 
 perior ſtrength, -and {kill : thus he conſtantly 
matters them in all that 222 do. But a horſe, 
ho bath no more reſ to the ſon of a 
dee; than to the ſon of a beggar; will ſling + 
them off, and trample 8 under his ſeet, j 
* have not well learned the art of horſe- 
m aſhip.“ Uſe therefore no / partiality in 
your ceprooks, but let them fall alike upon 
all who have deſerved them. Neverthe- | 
Jeſs,” it is fill neceſſary that. your ſhould ..3 MW. « 
cConlult the different tempers of different per- 
ſions, and adapt your admonitions to them va- 
rricuſly, according to their various turn of 
mind. Tou ought to reprove all offenders 
Vichout exception, unleſs you except thoſe ,, 
who reſemble dogs in their ferocity,or ſwine in 
their perverſeneſs, and confirmed heretics.” . 
Titus iii. 10. Let; all muſt not be treated in 
the fame manner. Some will be led, and 
not driven: others will be driven, and not 
tied. With ſome you can do more by fair, 
than by rough uſage ; while others muſt be 
ſcourged with a rod, if not with a ſcorpion. 
' You would not hammer a glaſs cup like a braſs 
cauldron. Jude muſt have had an eye to this, 
e bo” ſaid—““ of: ſome have compaſſion, . 
| Ps © 
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—_—_— * differs rence; others... fave wh - 

tear, polling them out of the fire, Jude 
22 23. ln a word, knowing wich the 
threſher in Iſaiah xxviii. 27. 28. that the 
fitches are not threſhed With a threlbing iu. | 

ftrument, neither is the cart wheel, turned 
about upon the cummin; but that the fitches 
are beaten out with a taff, and the cummin 
with a rod— that bread corn is bruiſed, and 
dat the threſher will not be ever threſhing it:? 
all your repröofs ſhould be ſuited to the occafion © 
| and to that variety of diſpoſitions with which 
you have to deal. There ſhould be lo much fire 
in them as will finge the hair, and yet not ſo 

much as will ſcald the fleſh; - Eliſha did more 

with a kiſs, than his ſervant could do with aſtaff, 
Zeloved! fs kiſs will do the buſineſs effectually 4 
* no teeth, I beſeech you, in your tongues. 
KS neceſſary. that he, who would re. 
prove with ſucceſs, ſhould be as unblemiſhed 
as poſſible, in his own conduct. He muſt 
9 "Is only be free from the faults, Which he 
cCondemns in his brother, but his whole beba- 
viour ſhould be void of offence both towards 
f 2 and towards men. He, who hath an 
evil and impure conſcience at home, ſhould 
not take the beſom to {weep other people's hou- . - 
ſes. Perſons of this ſtamp are like their fa- 
ther the devil, Who, though he is wicked 
himſelf, is yet fond of . the brethren. 
But the chriſtian reprover ſhould: be the very... 
re verſe of this character Bet ſhould- imirate 5 0 
the example of his bleſſed Maſts * 35 
aal 40 —5 chat his lips: are like line, * | 
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| ping fiveet-ſinelling myrrh.” 8 v. 13. 
Myrrh is in itſelf a bitter drug, but it is a pow- 
_ erful preſervative from putrefaction. In allu- 


' fon to this, the church ſpeaking of her Lord's % 
admonitions, faith. in effect —“ though thy 


lips drop- myrrh, and thy words are lome- 
times bitter unto me; yet I feel their g 
effects afterwards, and plainly ſee, that by 

tem thou preſerveſt my life, and ſecureſt me 


from death eternal.“ It cannot be denied bun 
that many, who are guilty of notorious ſins 


chemſelves, do take upon them the office of 


reproving others: but they may as well ſave 
their breath. None will liſten to them. 
When vice corrects ſin, ſin will but imile at 


cdgzne conceit, or wonder at its effrontery. The 
3 7 will ſooner convey freſh infection, than 
. - reſtore health to thoſe who are afflicted with 


80 the fame diſeaſe. The ſnyffers of the ſanctu- 
ary were of pure gold: ſo ought he to be ho- 
I, and unblameable in heart and life, Who 

would nip vice in the bud, or 2 to light 
reform». 
etrts, without ſelf.reformation, wil be but 


the hidden works of darkneſs. Bu 


= Eorrupters, That reproof hath no ſting, 
_ which comes eut of a bad man's mouth, 


Keikes a terror into the hearts of the guilty, 


Hero feared John, „knowing chat he s 
2 zuſt and boly man.“ Mark vi. 20ũ. The ; 


Vi "was s to face a e { 
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Let the righteous reprove 14 was Da- 
>  vVid's-maxim. A good man carr wiich au. . 


khority with him, - wherever he goes, and 


405 k „„ 
he boldly: fell pon the ſons of Scove;” and | 
overeame them. If you would therefore have 1 | 
| your reproofs attended to, and are truly e- 
deſirous that they may prove beneficial to the! - - } 
- beſtintereſts of your offending brother, let 
your own examp'e give due and proper weight 
unto them. Let him ſee that you - avoid your-'  . | 
ſelves, what you condemn in him; and ares | 
poſſeſſed of thoſe graces in your-own'ſouls,; * 
{ Which you would recommend to Hime Ee 
the charms of holineſs, as they ſhine in your” 2 
whole deportment, not only attract his notice, 
but captivate his eſteem not only allure bim 
do reſpect your counſels, but convince him 
that there is a reality in the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thus qualified, you would be meet to | 
8 reprove, and if * will give him grace to hear 
you, to gain your brother: wn leads me „ 
to ſhew in the? 1. os e152 | i 
Laſt place, for what end we are 10 reprove — 
him. Not to pleaſe ourſelves or to gratit 
our private reſentments not to triumph over .. | 
his infirmities, or to diſplay our ſuperiority tio 
him — not to inſult — or to make ourſelves. 
merry with his faults; but that we may win him 
over from the camp of the aliens, and reſtores 
him to his rightful owner. It is that ue ma 
bring back one loſt ſheep i into the fold f 
Fel and reinſtate him in the privileges ä 
his choſen, It is to put him afreſſi under his 
kind ſhepherd's care, who will watch over him 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, who will feed 
yo in at 8825 . and 9 him e — 7 
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5 aters of comfort Wh will not. ſuffer 
1 him to want any thing that is eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary for him while he lives upon earth! will 
9s don with him into the dark valley of the. 
..  thadow of death, and will ſafely 


+ --zvenly; ſhore. Oh! what encouragement. is 
his to attempt the recovery of a loſt. brother, 


Aud to perſevere in affectionately reproving 
him, whatever tepulſes we may meet with, or 
Whatever obſtacles may be:thrown in our way? 
5 We know i indee that all our labour Win che 
| im vnin, unleſs our heavenly: : and infallible; 
| E 3 Suide will ſtand on our right hand, every?” 
mament, to directeus in all our ſteps. * 
. ** rules may be preſeribed unto vs; accord. 
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